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responsible for providing school grounds,
health centres and kindergartens. That
might be very far-reaching. I know that in
respect of expenditure a council cannot ex-
pend more than £150, but thepre is nothing
here to say how much the council can earn.
Apparently it can earn what it likes. That
would enable a local authority to compete
against people who have bought a truck
with which to earn a living. That does not
seemi to be right. It is a good thing for a
council or a road board to do an odd job
to help a ratepayer, but this is a very wide
clause. It would be wrong to leave it open
as it is no-w.

The amendments contained in the Bill
have not, as far as I know, been sub-
mitted to the Local Government Associa-
tion, or discussed with that body. It would
be wise to do that in the future, because it
would have a lot of discussion when a Bill is
brought before Parliament. It was custom-
ary to do that in the years gone by. The
Road Board Association and the Local Go-
vernment Association have always been
pleased with the way in which the Govern-.
inent co-operated with them 'when bring-
ing Bills before Parliament, but on this oc-
casion they had no opportunity to express
their views. It means now that there are
many amendments which the councillors de-
sire their representatives to bring before the
House and, no doubt, there will be many
amendments on the notice paper next week.
There is the question of by-laws, caravan
parking and other things.

I notice that the Bill was amended in
another place to make suitable provision for
town and river jetties, both in the city and
the country districts, that are used by the
people a great dea!. The local authorities
have had some trouble with the Harbour and
Light Department at Fremantle, in decid-
ing who shall control the jetties. If this
Bill becomes law the local authorities will,
in ,onic cases, take over the structures from
the Harbour and Light Department, and that
will make for smooth working and give the
local authorities an opportunity to provide
conveniences for the people in their particu-
lar centres. In most cases the jetties are
revenue producing and they i4ll be able to
recover sufficient revenue from them to
maintain, and, in some cases, extend them.
I am pleased that another place made it
optional for a local authority to take over

the jetties or leave them under the control
of the Harbour and Light Department.
There aire a few minor amendments that I
want to deal with, but I will leave them
for the Committee stage. I suppor't the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. E. H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6 p.m.
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The JEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.30 pllm., aiid read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

fC VERNMENT MOTOR BUSES.

As to Maylonda route.

Mr. URAHAM asked the Minister for
R~ailways:

1, Does he approve of the present route
being followed by the Government Motor
buses On the Maylands run?

21, Is be aware that this service runs
along a tramn line for the greater part of
the journey?

3, Can he give any reasons for the ac-
tion of his department in allowing sucht a
state of affairs to continue.
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4, When does he anticipate finalisation'
of representations made to himu and his
predecessor over a period of more than
eighteen months in order tto overcome
duplication and to serve people at pre-
sent not provided with adequate transport
facilities I

The MINISTER replied:
1, This bus service was provided to give

a. service to residents in the Peninsular
area, and thence by the quickest route to
the city. Representations have been made
for a variation of this route but it is con-
sidered an extension of the trolley bus
route will best serve the area concerned
without. interfering with the Peninsular
service.

2, Yes.
3, The alternative would he transbip.

ping which would not be popular with
travellers.

4, The provision of additional transport
facilities is governed by staff and vehicles
available. The position is being watched
continuously and services, will be augment-
ed and extended as soon as circumstances
permit.

SCHOOL DESIb.
A&s to manufacture by State implement

Works.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
Works:-

1, What is the number of *workers, if
any, released and/or discharged from the
State Implement Works since the 1st Aug-
uist, 1945?

2, Have any orders for the manufacture
of school desks been received by the State
Implement Works from the Education De-
partment, or any other Government De-
partment?

3, If such orders have been received, are
they inl process of executionil

4, When is it anticipated that such
orders, if any, will be completed?

The MINISTER replied:
.1. 38 resigned, 34 transferred to other

departments, 19 who were onl loan from
other departments, 62 paid off; total 15.3.

2, 1,236 sine May 11th, 1944.
3, Yes.
4, 736 within three weeks. Balance de-

pendent upon suitable timber supplies.

BILLj-CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND
KENT ACT AMNDMENT (No. 4).

Introduced by the Premier and read a fira
time.

MOTION-STATE FORESTS.

To Revoke Dedication.

THE PRELUER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise~-
Gasgoyne) [2.353:- On behalf of the Min
ister for Lands, I move-

Thjat the proposal for tile partial revoca
tion of State Forests Nos. 4, 14, 20, 27, 21
and 30 laid on the Table of the Legislativi
Asmbly by) commnand of His Excellency thi
Lieut.-Governor oii Thursday, the 6th day o
December, 1945, be carried out.

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate ad
journed.

BIlL-HOSPITAL BENEFITS
AGREENZNT.
SeconAd Reading.

Debate resumed from the 5th Decemher.
MR, MANN (Beverley) [2.37]: This

a Bill that we cannot oppose. It is a. mat
ter where the States met and decided on;
certain policy, wt 'hich Western-Australia ea
either acicept or reject, but Ii know wha
would happen if the Bill were rejected i
this State. In Western Australia we Mav
been penalised -to the extent of many thou
sands of pounds to pay for hospital access
modation. I understand that at the coi
ferenee Western Australia put, up a soli
case and asked that £50,000 be handed t
the State. One would have thought that a]
the States would pool their resources o
a population basis and grant the smalle
States a concession but thik Slate has bee
denied that beneft We, on this side of tb
House, support the Bill. I do n'og lwoi
what will be the position if the honorar
doctors at Government hospitals refuset
early on- Many of them have done w~or
drrful work for many years with practi
cally no remuneration. A &odtor might d
two major %operations in a ifay, an apper
dix operation that would coat twent
guineas and a kidney operation thiit woul
eost fifty guineas. Doctors have given the]
services free to indigent people in orde
to help them.

If the Commonwealth Government natioz
alises medicine and the honorary doetoi
refuse to carry on, where will the Commor
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wealth Government get the money to pay for
all that work to be doneI Queensland baa for
some time been paying its "honorary" doc-
tors. In order to have an income equal to
that provided under the pensions scheme for
old age pensioners, it would be necessary
to have £,3,800 invested. The greater the har-
den we place on the -State, the more money
the Treasurer has to find, anJT it can only
be raised by taxation, by loan;, by national
credit or by a combination of any two or
of all three.

The Minister for Health:- The honorary
medical staff have not yet' -refused to do
their work.

Mr. MANN: Has there been a test easel
Today we are facing a severe crisis. The
Commonwealth Go-verniment has said to us,
"You must either accept it or reject it".
I can imagine what would be said through-
out the State if we were to reject the Bill-,
it would be said that this Parliament had
refused something that was free.

Mr. Watts: Yet it will cost the State some-
thing like £56,000!

Mr. MANN: And eventually many thoius-
suds more than that. I believe that the
Medical Fund as formulated by the Corn-
monwealth authorities for the people of
Australia, is the greatest abortion of a
scheme that has ever been produced in this
country. When I was in Sydney fast June
I discussed this matter with a highly-placed
Government official-I will not mention his
name-and I asked him what he thought of
it. He replied that, in his opinion, when it
was brought to light it would be an absolute
abortion because it had been framed by men
who 'were utterly incompetent and would be
controlled in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment by a man who was equally incompetent.
If the scheme bed been formulated by the
Under Secretaries for Health in the different
States and by Ministers for Health who
knew their job, we would have got some-
thing. As it is, it is just a marvellous joke
nnd it appears, to me like a gigpntie jig-saw
puzzle from which some of the biggest parts
ore missing and so never can be completed.

I have no hesitation in saying that the
Under Secretaries for Health in the differ-
ent States and in the Commonwealth will
regret this move very much. As a matter
of fact, most of the Commonwealth legisla-
tion has been controlled by incompetent men,

irrespective of whom they have been or to
what political party any may have belonged.
On the other band, the Under Secre-
taries for Health and the various Ministers
who have controlled health matters in the
States for any ]ength of time, have all had
experience and know their jobs. What does
the Federal Minister for Health, Senator
Fraser, know about health matters? He was
jumped into Federal politics; through a
fluke, he got into the.Ministry and was created
Minister for Health. That is the man who
controls the destinies of Australia with -re-
gard to health matters! Of course, he has
subordinates, but those of us who approach
this subject know what a marvellous sort of
control is exercised in that repect.

Mr. J. Hegney: But the Commonwealth
Minister has some of the best advice obtain-
able.

Mr. M1ANN: I think the best advice is
obtained from men who know their jobs and
do things, not from the so-called experts.
We know something about them. We have
our University professors and know some
of the extraordinary ideas they entertain.

Mr. J. Hegney:- Anyone wanting to know
something about stock would go to the mem-
ber for Beverley-

Mr. MANN: The member for Beverley is
not susceptible to flattery, by any stretch
of the imagination.

Hon. J, C. Willeock: But the State will
still control the hospitals under this scheme.

Mr. MANN: Does the hon. member really
think so?

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, I do.
Mr. MANN: As a matter of fact, I was

not dealing with the hospital position at the
moment.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: They will not be
uinder the control of Senator Fraser.

Mr. MAN: Thank God for that! How-
ever, we will have to find our own funds,
apart from the £5,000, for the building of
]hospitals. This scheme will go a long waly.
Wye will have regional hospitals in the not
distant future, and the position will be some-
what similar to that which obtained during
the war period when there wvere cleatring
stations, from which patients were sent to
receiving depots, and thence to the hospitals
where the major treatment was provided.
However, what concerns me is the position
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of the medical profession. In the past doctors
have rendered valuable service in the inter-
ests of the community. If we are pot care-
ful we will kill one of the finest professions
in the world. As it is now, if a man in that
profession is very keen, he will have every
desire to go on into the work associated with
the higher fields of research.

If there is any intention to nationalise the
medical profession, we know what will hap-
pen. I know very well that with some sec-
tions of the public the nation can say that
they must do Shis or that and the individuals
concerned will act accordingly. But with
the class of men I have in mind in the
medical profession, the Comnmonwealtb may
direct the doctors to do this or that,
and they will flatly refuse. We all know
that the man who is keen to help him-
self will continue to do so, but the others
will not. If anylhing is required for the
betterment of Australia today it is the
institution of a national scheme of insurance
to which we will all have to pay in advance
and make provision for ourselves for the
rest of our lives. If the scheme I have in
mind were in force, it would mean that if,
say, the Premier were to go into hospital
tomorrow for an operation-I trust that
nothing of the sort is ever likely to hap-
pen-he would receive the treatment
required and the operation would be
performed with all the requisite skill.
It will he his medical officer who will
perform that duty. On the other hand, I
go into hospital as an individual who does
not care a scrap about life, and I receive
the same treatment from the same doctor
or a highly skilled surgeon-and the rest
of the members of this H~ouse pay for it.
I cannot see how it can be done.

This scheme will grow and grow, and
I do not see how it can accomplish its end.
As I have mentioned, there arc o'.ly three
avenues of finance open to Australia, not-
withstanding all. the ideas of niythical
sources advanced by so-called experts.
Those three avenues are taxation, loans,
or national credit, and wre have approathed
near to the limit in that respect in Aus-
tralia. However, members are forced to
support the Bill. I amn sorry that Western
Australia has not received a better deal.
In fact, the deal she has received is a very
raw one. This is the only State that has
tried to do its best in the pest and the

other States should have stood by Westert
Australia in consequence. Instead of that
this agreement has been arrived at, and thE
attitude to Western Australia is-take ii
or leave it. However, that is characteris.
tic of the attitude of the Eastern Statei
towards Western Australia.

Mr. Watts: Hear, hear!

MR. MOLARTY (IVurray-Wellington'
(2.45]: 1 have not the clear conception oY
the Bill that I would like to possess. I an
afraid that wvhen it comes into operatic!
there will be considerable muddle an(
difficulty in implementing its provisions
The Minister said it was expected that th,
free hospitalisation would start on the is
January next. On the other hand, I hnov
that the Pharmaceutical Benefits Act was firs
introduced with the intention that its opera
tions would start straightaway as soon a
it was passed. That legislation was deal
with three years ego, and free medicine
not available yet. Western Australia ha
received a very raw deal under this legis
lation and because our collections hay
bean even better than those of the othe
States, the treatment we are to receive ii
regard to hospitalisatliot generally is by ni
means fair. I understand that in the firs
year a total of £5,000,000 odd is to be pro
vided by the Commonwealth Governrnen
towards hospital costs. In his secon]
reading speech the Minister gave us som
indication of what the collections were.1
Western Australia our collections average
5s. 10d. per head ana -were the bast of an
State in the Commonwealth. In Victoi
the collections averaged 3s. 2d., in Nei
South Wales 4s., in Queensland 4s., ii
South Australia 3s. 6d., and in Tasmani
3s. Sd.

Froma what I could understand fromi th
Minister's remarks, there will be a certai
proportion paid into the fund to bring- th
total up to Gs. per head. Tn other irord!
Western Australia is to r-eceive 5s. 1011
and will have 2d. extra to go into a restrv
fund. New South Wales will he able t
iut Zs. into the reserve fund. Quecaslan
4s., and the remaining States according t
their collections. That will give \W'ster
Australia a surplus of £:5,416 in the firs
year. Tasmania will have £C32,000 to pa
into the surplus fuzid, South Australi
£61,000, and the other States will har
very much more. I understand that thes
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amounts are not to be spent except with
the permission of the Commonwealth Gov-
erment.

The fund into which the money is placed
is called a capital account, sad that fund
is to be used in connection with the cost
of new hospitals. What I want to know
from the Minister is this: What will he
the position of Western Australia with re-
spect to the provision of new hospitals!
I can see that Victoria with a surplus of
£238,000 will be able to provide new hos-
pital accommodation and New South
Wales with just under £300,000, Queens-
land with £126,000, and Tasmania with
£32,000, in their capital accounts will 1)e
able to do likewise. On the other hand,
Western Australia with only £5,416 in its
capital account will be expected to provide
new hospital accommodation which is so
urgently needed from that sniall amount.
It certainly seems to me that we are getting
a very raw deal under the Hill, and the mat-
ter is one to which we should give consider-
able thought.

According to the Minister, any patient, ir-
respective of his income, may enter any
public hospital in the State and demand a
free bed. As regards the Perth Hospital,
any sick person will have the right to a
free bed. This will also apply to hospitals
in country districts, but there is the differ-
ence that a patient in the Perth Hospital
will receive free medical treatment as well ,
whereas a patient in a country hospital will
have to pay the doctor. If my interpreta-
tion of the Bill is correct, that is very uli-
fair.

The Minister for Health: The status quo
is not to be altered.

Hon. J. 0. Willc'ock: it always was so.

Mr. MeLARTY: I think the hon. mem-
ber is wrong. Hitherto, if a patient entered
the Perth Hospital and was able to pay, he
was compelled to pay.

Hon. J. C. Willcopk: I was referring to
payment for the doctor.

Mr. McLARTY: Under the Hill every-
thing is to be free to a patient in the Perth
Hospital, but similar provision for medical
expenses will not apply to patients in courn-
try hospitals.

Another important point is that the mea-
sure will not lead to the provision of one
additional hospital bed, and that is the great
need of the country at present. The exist-

ing accommodation is quite insufficient for
the population. However, I foresee a large
increase in the number of patients who will
he seeking hospital treatment in future.
They will not have to consider whether there
are hospital fees to be paid or not, and so
people will be more inclined to enter hos-
pitals. Yet I cannot see how the hospitals
will be in a position to accommodate them.
The Minister spoke about special wards and
intermediate wards.

The Minister for Health: Intermediate
and private wards.

Mr. MeLARTY: That is so, and he ex-
pects to obtain additional revenue as a re-
sult of the payments made by patients. The
Minister explained that if a patient entered
an intermediate or private ward, he would
have to pay the difference in cost between
that and the public ward. Such accommoda-
tion, however, will not he available. I am
very doubtful whether people, knowing that
hospitalisation is free, -will be at all inclined
to pay additional money for a bed in a
special wvard. The Hill contains a provision
as follows:

The State may permit a public hospital to
charge fees in respect of beds in a public ward
which are temporarily used as non-public ward
beds.

I can foresee a lot of trouble for the Min-
ister there. Take a country hospital, most
of which are over-crowded. The Minister
is going to allow a patient to enter a public
ward and say, "I want a special bed" for
which he will be charged about 4s. per day
extra, while the man in the next bed will be
there free of all charge. The Minister can
imagine the difficulties that country hos-
pitals will experience under a provision of
that sort. One patient will suddenly dis-
cover that he is paying 4s. per day more
than is another patient in the same ward,
and there will he no end of trouble and con-
fusion.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: T7nder the present
arrangement, all pay.

Mr. McLARTY: All who are able to pay
are required to pay.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: In future everyone
will get the 6s. a day.

Mr. MceLAflT Y: Yes, and if a patient
wants a bed in an intermediate or private
ward, he will pay the difference. However,
the Bill provides that fees may be charged
for a bed in a public ward.
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,r. ii ite for Health: That will be
'suieCf to the patient himself.

11r, MeLARTY: Yes, b ut when he dis-
-covers that lie is receiving precisely similar
treatment to that of another patient in the
same ward, there will be no end of trouble.
I would like the Minister to clarify the posi-
tion. I still believe that the State is not
getting fair treatment under the Bill, and
I cannot see how the measure is going to
lead to the provision of new hospitals in
this State.

HON J1. C. WILLOOCK (Geratdton)
[2.57): The member for Beverley seemed
to get the Bill, which deals purely 'with has-.
pitals, mixed up with the subject of the
nationalisation of the medical profession, an
entirely different matter not affected by this
Bill at all. The measure provides that any
patient entering a public hospital will re-
ceive free treatment and, if be enters a pri-
vate hospital, he will receive an allowance
of 6s. per day off his account. This will
not make any difference whatever to the
medical attendance.

I should like to know how this agree-
ment will affect the grant that we receive
from the Commonwealth. Apparently the
Government will not be contributing as
much towards the upkeep of hiospital pati-
ents, inasmuch as the people now contrib-
ute 5s. l0d, for each day that a patient
occupies a bed in a public or a committee-
run hospital. In Victoria the people pay
only s. This means that the Government
ha8 been contributing about s. per head
less. Consequently, when the Grants Com-
mission comes to consider the State's con-
tributions to social services, it will prob-
ably say that on the hospital account the
Government is paying £ 50,000 less than is
being paid in Victoria or other Stafes and
therefore our grant must be reduced. That
is a point on which I should like informa-
tion front the Minister. In the matter of.
hospitals, 1. think the people of Western
Australia are more independent and are
more ready to meet their hospital accounts
than are people in the other States.

Mr. Mann: The Minister's speech dlid not
"reveal that. It is a new aspect entirely.

RpL~n. J. C. WILLCOCK: T have asked
the MNinister for information on the point,
As I was saying, I think we may claim
without boasting that citizens of Western

Australia do meet their hospital obligations
much more readily than do people in the
older States.

M1r. Leslie:- Might not that be so because
we have better methods?

Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: I do not think
it would account for the difference of 100
per cent, paid by the peopie of Western
Australia above the amount paid by the
people of the other States.

Mr. Mann: The human element.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: A spirit of in-

dependence seems to pervade the people of
this State. They want to mieet their obli-
gations. This Hill is introduce(I for the
purpose of ensuring that every person re-
quiring hospital attention shall be abyle to
go into a hospital and get that attention free
of charge. I instance a ease that occurred
not long ago. A girl, who was working fox
less than £2 per week, but getting board and
lodging, went into hospital for about three
weeks and the hospital dunned her for
mionths afterwards.

Mr. MeLarty: Was it a public hospitall
Ron. J. C. WILLOOCK: Yes
Hon. N. Keenan: The Perth Hospital?
Hon. J, C. WILLOOCK: Yes..
Hon. N. Keenan: The Perth Hospital al-

ways does that.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Of course, it
would not be possible for a person to go
into a hospital without a doctor's cer-
tificate. A person could not go into a
hospital and get free hoard and lodg-
ing for a week simply by saying he was
ill;- nor could a person enter a hospital fox
a week's rest after a bout of the D.Ts. Of
course, if he were prepared to pay he might
he able to get info a private hospital. The
Bill provides that any person seriously in
need of hospital attention can, irrespective
of his financial position, receive it. Some
people who cannot afford to pay for such
attention will wait perhnps for months un-
til they are in a position to pay.

Air. MeLarty: That would not apply to
Public hospitals.

Hon. J. C W-ILLCOCK: I know that
there is a waiting list of hundreds of people
at the Perth Hospital.

Mr. MeLarty: Because there are not
enough beds.
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Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK :11 a person has
money he can get in; but if he bas not,
there is no bed for him.

Mr. Mann: There is discrimination.
Hon. 3, C. WILLOOCK: Yes.
Mr. Leslie: It is supposed to work the

other way.
Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: It is supposedl

to work in such a way that people who re-
quire to obtain hospital treatment may do
so, irrespective of their financial position.
The object is that they shall be restored to
health as quickly as possible in order that
they might again take their place in the
community. So long as they remain in ill-
health, they are a liability to the community.

Mr. MeLarty: Do you not think that the
other States will be in a better position to
build hospitals than Western Australia will
be under the Bill7

Hon. 3. C. WILLCO OK: We are penalised
because our people are self-reliant and, in
the main, can afford to pay for hospital
attention. We are, I think, on the average
better off than the people in the other States.

'Mr. Mann: Living is cheaper here.
Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK; I would not say

that. Our people are more self-reliant and
can obtain work easier. The age of our
people is helow that of the people of the
other States. We hare more young people
and they do not need so much hospital atten-
tion.

'Mr. Berry: We hanve no old people.
Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: Do not say we

have no old people. I am here and I am
not young. I am looking at the member for
Nedlands.

H1on. N. Keenan: Address the Chair!
Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK:- We did have- a

great advantage previously over the other
States, as we did not have a revenue charge
of 12s. or 13s. per day for each patient in
public hospitals. In Victoria, which had
the samne daily lmointenance rate, the patient-
oniy paid about .3s. and the revenue of the
State had to be dehited to a much greater
extent than was the revenue in Western
Australia.

Mr. MeLarty: Where will wve get money t1,,

build new hospitals?
lIon. J. C. WILLOOCK: Where we al-

ways got it.
Mr. MeLarty: We will not get it tinder

this Bill.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK:- This is not a
Bill to provide hospital buildings. The sole
object of the measure is to enable people in
poor circumstances, or with an average in-
come, to obtain hospital attention.

Mr. Mann: Anyone can get hospital atten-
tion under this Bill.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I would like
the Treasurer to consider the incidence of
these paynients. They may have an in-
fluence on the amount of the grant which
the State will get for social services,

The Premier: That position is being
watched.

I-on. J, C. WILLO K: At the moment
I am afraid we will be affected adversely.
Our people have been self-reliant and in-
dependent and have paid their hospital ac-
outnts uip to the present. If the Bill passes,
somebody else will be paying their hospital
accounts. Thle Grants Commission may say
that we cannot get as big a grant as we did
before. It might suggest that the grant be
reduced by £ 10,000 or £15,000. The
Treasurer or the Minister for Health mighbt
put up that argument to the Grants Commis-
sion and in that way we might get something
from the merry-go-round thnt we dlid not
get from the swings.

The Premier: The fact is that our people-
saved the State Treasury some revenue.

Hon. J. C. WTLLCOCK: That is so.
The Premnier: That position will bie care-

fully watched.
Hon. T. C. WILLCOCK: It might pre-

vent us from getting a higher grant than we
would otherwise have obtained.

The Premier: That is so.
Ron. J. C. WILLOOCK: The fact that

South Australia gets double thle rate for
its social services mnight have somethingr to
do with the amount of the grant that it
get". TIl ri ot want that point to be over-
looked. I am sure, knowing the Under
Treasurer as I do-he is a Scots9man-that
he will not miss that point. I wanted to
know wrhether the Treasurer had any idea
whether this had affected the grant.

The Preierv: No so far.

lUon. .1. C. WILLOOCK: I support the
Bill. I hope the debate will not run along
the 1ine4 of discussing the nationalisat ion of
the medical profession.

Mr. Mfiinn: Thle two should be co-ordinateri.
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Hon, J. C. WILUCOCK:- I welcome the
Bill. As I said, our people have an inde-
pendant spirit and will not enter a hospital
-unless they can pay the fees. They do not
want to go into a. public hospital.

Mr. Mann:- The Wooroloo Sanatorium is
a case in point.

'Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I know com-
paratively poor people go to St. John of
God Hospital and the Mount Hospital, or
some other private hospital, and they would
consider it a stigmna on their character if
they had to go to a public hospital and thus
be branded, quite wrongfully, of course, as
paupers. Instead of going to a public hos-
pital, they go to a private hospital ; and
whether they pay or not, they think that
other people do not know. -This Bill will
take away any stigma. No one will be able
to say that, somebody is a pauper because he
goes to the public hospital. Anyone will be
able to go there and everyone will be able
to enjoy the benefits of the Bill.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [3.111:
Mention has been made of the fact that
the State is going to be penalised because
of the collections from patients in Western
Australia being taken into consideration
as against the payments of hospital
patients in the Ea~stern States. But West-
ern Australia is going to stiffer a greater
penalty, because this scheme is based upon
bhospital collections and not hospital costs.
A considerable amount of misuniderstand-
ing will arise in connection with the COUn-
manwvealth hospital scheme. It will be re-
membered that when this 'State introduced]
the hospital fund tax it was fairly general-
ly -understood that the payment of that
tax meant that the individual would have
free hospital treatment.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It did for a time.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, and *then it had to
he changed, and people had to be educated
-out of the idea that because they were pay-
in" a hospital tax they were therefore cin-
titled to free hospital treatment. When
the Commonwealth hospital scheme comes
into operation people will have exactly the
same idea: That because they are taxed, or
because the Commonwealth is paying
money to the State for hospital maintenance,
they ire entitled to free treatment. Actual-
ly they will be entitled to nothing of the
sort.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, they will.
AL% LESLIE: They will be entitledt

some proportion of the amount they has
contributed towards hospital mainteniant
in the past being contrihuted by the Con
monweaith.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: They will be ax
titled to free treatment.

Mr. LESLIE: I suggest that the Ministe
and the member for Oeraldton investigal
the cost of running a hospital per patici
per day as against the amount collecte.
Where is the difference to come from? '
will1 come from taxation imposed by th
Government on the people of the Stai
and from direct contributions made volu:
tarily by people in various districts becau
of their public spirit. Because of a coy
munity outlook, people in the past hal
contributed towards the maintenance
hospitals, and those who have been co
earned in years past with the -running

a coun try hospital in particular know t1
difficulties that have to be faced, and ci
see that enormously greater difficulties w
arise in future in the maintenance of tho
hospitals unless, accompanying this agre
Ment, is a guarantee by the State Gover
meat to country hospitals that their mai
tenance charges will be met without t
necessity for their coming to the Gover
nient as, mendicants, as they have had
do tip till now.

There is ground for inisunderstandi:
on the part of the people of this State co
cerning the Commonwealth scheme.,
amounts to this: The Commonwealth w
contribute Os. per patient per (lay towar
the cost of maintaining our hospita
That is all it is. It is not going to relic
the people of the State of very much;
fact, it will relieve them of very little.
comparison of the east of running our h
pitals per patient per day and the amoul
of collections will reveal that the larg
amount paid towards hospital mnaintenar
has not come from the patients but fn(
taxation aind voluntary contributions.

The clause in the agreement deali
with intermediate and private wards is c
to which I strongly object. At present
most the whole of a country hospital is
public ward. A very few hospitals m
charge a small amount extra for the use
a separate room: but I see in this agr.
meat a means whereby the Governm(
may induce the Perth Hospital or any h,
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pital to set aside a small sectiou of the
building as a public ward and the patients
in that ward will be required to contri-
bute nothing. The Commonwealth will pay
there and the rest of the hospital will com-
prise an intermediate or a private ward,
the: patients in which will be called upon
to contribute the difference between 6s.
per day allowed by the Commonwealth and
whatever charge the Government or hos-
pital committee cares to impose.

The Minister for Health: It will be
voluntary. A man can demand a public
bed.

Mr. LESLIE- And what if there are
nonte?

The Minister for Health: There will be.
Mr. LESLIE: Then the Minister is able

to assure us of something that has not pre-
vailed in the past.

The Minister for Health: If the hospital
has the accommodation at all!

Mr. LESLIE: That means that even
thoug-h a hospital has set aside a portion
of its accommodation as at private ward,
if it is called upon by a patient to provide
a public bed, whether it likes it or not, it
will have to provide that public bed in thc
private ward?

The Minister for Health: If there is no
public bed!

Mr. LESLIE; That is a saving feature.
If people understand that, I amn satisfied
that all will demand public beds, and will
not pay anything towards the upkeep of
private wards.

The 'Minister for Health: There are
people with dignity.

Mr. LESLIE: It is not a question of
dignity, but of people determining they
are not going to he fleceed and robbed.
If a man is paying taxation which -oes%
towards a fund, he believes he has a right
to share in the benefits of that fund; an-l
that applies to hospitals. It will be found
that whereas ther-e are many who are not
prepared] to acecep)t free hospital treatment
because they believe they are receiving some-
thing of a charitable nnture, once they are
taxed for that purpose they will not hesitate
to flpelpt what they believe is due to them.
It will not be charity and that spirit of in-
dependence to which the member for Gerald-
ton has alluded will hie evident in a stronger
measure than ever in their demand for what
they consider their rights. I see a danger in

this p~rivatte and public. ward arrangemen~t in
connection with hospitals, and I see also a
bigger dange"r. Once people are taxed and
compelle~d to contribute towards any fund
for any purpose, immediately there is dried
up that charitable inclination they have and
which is natural to the people of our State,
to assist any worthwhile objective with
voluntary contributions. A good many of
our country hospitals are today dependent
on the charitable voluntary contributions
received.

The Minister for Health: That has always
been so.

M1r, LESLIE: I agree; but I see a danger
that if people are compelled to eontributw
and there is a free hospital scheme, the
fountain of charity will dry up, and when
an1 appeal is made to them for contributions
towards improvements or extensions to hos-
pitals9 thl' will reply, "It is a Government
concern. Let them find the money." So we
shall reach a stage where our hospital bene-
fits; in country districts in particular will
stagnate or else we shall he more than ever
dependent, upon an approach asmjendicants
to the 'Medical Department and eventually to
the Commonwealth Government.

One of the things I would like the Minis-
ter to explain is this: What is going to,
happen when the uniform tax agreement
ends and the hospital fund tax is reimpose-l
direct? If it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to reimnpose that tax-and I can hardly
see that any Government can abolish it-
what wrill happen in connection with it?
Will it be continued in conjunction with the
indirect tax people have to pay to the Coin-
inionwenitli, and will there be any guarantee
provided through that tax for free hospital
benefits to the people because they are being-
taxed both by the Commonwealth and the
State for the anaintenance and extension of
hospital benefits? The people of my district
tire whole-heartedly behind free hospital
treatment. Tn 9:331 or 1934 the Wyalkat-
eliii Hlospital Board carried a resolutionn
sitating that in the( interests of the nation it
considered that maternity treatment at :i
hospital shouldl be free of charge, and it
placed on the books a. decision to make no
charge for any lying-in case. That position,
'n Fortutnately existed for only two months,

because the MIedical Department of this
State caine down like a ton of bricks on the
hospital board and demanded that it rescindl
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the resolution and levy a charge in the saml
way us other hospitals. We viewed the posi-
tion from a national point of view. That is
one charge that is unjust and, in the national
interest, should not be levied upon people
who, very often, can ill-afford to pay it.

It seemis to me that, in spite of this agree-
mient, that injustice will be continued. In
the rountry districts maternity cases are not
in a bad position because they, constitule
the majority' of the cases dealt with by
co.untry hospitals. The position is different
in the metropolitan area where, on the aver-
age, the mother-to-he is unable to find ac-
comnoclatioii at a hospital where she will
obtain treatmuent equal to that given in coun-
try, districts and at a rate anywhere as
reasonable as that in the countryr districts.
The Government does not, in the metropoli-
tan area, provide anything like reasonable
facilities for the handling of maternity eases.
Sc, one of the most important types of hos-
pitail patient will get no benefit from this
scheme. That lends force to the fact that
there will be a considerable amount of mils-
uniderstanding about this scheme when it is
hi-ought into being, and so much explanation
will have to he made that this Government
and the Commonwealth Government will
stand self-accused because, where an ex-
planation aind an excuse are necessary, n
occusation lies firm and confirmed. A Weak
feature that I can see-perhaps the Minis-
tr in his reply might remove any misunder-
standinsr in my mind-is that the Common-
wealth Government will pay only 6s. per day
per patient on the occupied beds.

The Minister for Health: That is all.

Mr. LESLIE: In the country districts we
have to meet accommodation exp~enses be-
cause we have to provide for emergency and
other eases. If we are to receive a con-
tribution only on the basis of occupied beds,
then many country hospitals will find them-
selves obliged to close, or the Government
will find difficulty in establishing justifica-
tion for their existence with the authorities
who will be administering this scheme, be-
cause the number of their occupied beds is
so small. The foundation of the scheme is
entirely wrong. It should be based on the
inescapable maintenance and administration
charges, and not on the collections per
patient per day. It is the cost, per patient
per day, worked out on the average for the
whole State, upon which the Commonwealth

hospital fund contribution should be based.
Although we must agree to the passage of
this legislation, that does not necessarily
mean that we support the principle that is
behind it.

MR. McDONALD (WVest Perth) [3.26]:
I support this Bill, which will come up for
review in five years' time. I hope, when
that review takes place, that the Minister,
whatever Government is in power, will ex-
plore the possibility of getting the Common-
wealth to agree that these payments shall
he on the basis of population and area, a
is the case with the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement.

THE MINISTER rOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna-in reply) [.3.27]: 1
think there is a slight misunderstanding. I
wvant to remind members that this is not
really a hospital schenme, but a citizens'
scheme. It is to benefit the patients rather
than the hospitals, and it will make no dif-
ference to the present position. As I men-
tioned when moving the second reading, the
status quo will not be altered. The average
amount, according to statistics, for all our
public hospitals, worked out, for the two
years ended the 30th June, 1944, to 5s. 10d.
per bed patient. Even', hospital in this
State will get what it was collecting at that
time. The Wyalkatchemn Hospital might
have been collecting s. per bed per day.

The Premier: Perhaps!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It will
get that 8s. Other hospitals that were col-
lecting only 3s. per day will get that amount.
It will really make no difference, in accord-
ance with these figures of 1942-43 and 1943-
44which form the datum peg, to the finance
of the various hospitals of the State. A
patient attending a private hospital will get
6s. and the hospital account will be credited
with that amount. The patient will get the
Advantage and not the hospital. It was
never meant to be a hospital scheme;, but
one to assist the community generally
throughout Australia, and it has been ac-
cepted by the people of Australia and by
the other Governments. If the hospital
scheme becomes operative it has been prom-
ised b,) the Prime Minister that, should
buildings really be necessary to accom-
modate our patients, he will see that they
are accommodated. I hope there is no mis-
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understanding about the means test, which
has definitely been eliminated. Consequently,
anyone can go into a public hospital. Even
if there are intermediate and private beds
and no public beds, so long as there is a
bed vacant a public bed must be provided.
If anybody desires to go into hospital and
to have an intermediate or private bed, that
is his voluntary choice. If he has some pride
and does not want to he classed as a pauper
-though I do not agree with that, person-
ally-

Mr. Leslie: I thought you were opposed
to class distinction.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I amn
more opposed to class distinction than is the
member for Mt. Marshall, and I am willing
to take the House as my jury on that ques-
tion. The difference between the 6s. per
day and the collections throughout the
various States will be taken into a trust
account and will be used for capital ex-
penditure only' to provide accommodation,
but it cannot he used until it has the ap-
proval of the Commonwealth Government.
The member for Mt. Marshall is very op-
timistic in his view on uniform taxation, but
I am doubtful. He put up a hypothetical
case, but if we do get our taxation rights
back we will be able to deal with that as a
State matter.

The Government is out to help in every
way possible in the matter of maternity
hospitals, but they do not come within the
scope of this Hill. However, the depart-
ment is giving every consideration to that
question. We have not given much con-
sideration yet to finance for that purpose,
but it is a matter well worth considering,
as the hon. member has said. I am pleased
with the way the Bill has been received, be-
cause it is really a scheme to assist the
people of the whole of Australia, a com-
munity scheme and a citizens' scheme. It
'will give the people something for nothing,
and the State will not lose anything by it.

Mr. McLarty: What we want is more
hospital accommodation.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I real-
ise that, and the Prime Minister has prom-
ised that if we are very short of accom-
modation, through this scheme, he will see
that we receive the finance in order to be
able to give the people facilities necessary
to carry it into effect, and to give a bed to

everyone who wants a bed. There is still
a number of persons who would probably
wish, when going into hospital, to pay the
difference between 6is. per day and whatever
the daily charge for a private bed might
be. I hope the Bill will go through un-
altered.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted to,
the Council.

BILL--WORKERS' HOMES ACT
A.MENDE NT.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

Second Beading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [3.38]: I
think it unnecessary to speak to the second
reading of this Bill at any length, because
I am satisfied there is nothing to which ex-
ception can be taken in the desires under-
lying the Bill. The present constitution of
the Workers' Homes Board has been satis-
factory, and it is desired to add representa-
tion to it. That representation is to be
through a person representing the unions
concerned in the building industry. That
is a point of view to which I readily sub-
scribe. Another appointee is to be a person
skilled in buildingr operations. I propose in
Committee to offer a small amendment to
define what that person's qualifications
should be, although I am given to under-
stand that such a person as I have in mind
would in fact have been appointed. I think
that in all matters of this kind it is well
that the clause should be perfectly dlear as
to what is intended, and my amendment will
indicate that the qualifications under the
Builders' Registration Act are the requisite
qualifications for an appointment in that
particular ease.

We shall then have a board which will
contain an architect in the person of the
Principal Architect, a business manager in
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the 'person of the gentleman who emanates
from the Meat Works and the Under Treas-
urer, who doubtless will look after the finan-
cial side from the State's point of view.
The board will also contain a representative
from the trade unions associated with the
building industry and also, if my amendment
be accepted, a qualified builder. The pay-
merit of members who will be Added to the
board and will not be civil servants, will
be provided by regulation and I have no
doubt those payments will be reasonable. It
seems to me that the widening of the con-
stitution of the board 'at this stage when
its operations must considerably increase, is
both highly desirable and necessary.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

.* Committee.

Mr. 3. Hegney in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 4:
Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment-

That at the end of subparagraph (iii) of
paragraph (b) of proposed new Subsection
(2) the following words be added:-"Who
i : registered or qualified to he registered is
aL builder under the Builders' Registration
Aet. 1939-1945.''

M1y desire is that it shall be stated inl the
Act itself that the representative of the
building industry must be a person who has
knowledge of, and experience in, the build-
ing industry and one actually engaged, or
who has been engaged, in the building in-
dustry itself.

The PREMIER: Since the person who
would be appointed to this position on the
board would be one complying with the
qualifications indicated, I have no objection
to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 3 and 4, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment and the

report adopted.

BILL-ELECTORAL (WAR TIME)
AOT AMENDMTENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR1. SEWARD (Pingelly) [3.47]: The
Minister certainly did not give us much
reason for the presentation of this Bill. In

effect he said, "Here is the Bill. I mov4
that it he read a second time."

The Minister for Justice: What reason!
did you want?

Mr. SEWARD:- Quite a lot!
The Minister for Justice: You have hac

them all.

Air, SEWARD: The Act was passed las
year to operate for the duration of the wai
and for 12 months afterwards. It is reason
able in view of all the circumstances, to asi
why its provisions should he extended.

The Minister for Justice: The war is stil
on.

Mr. SEWARD: I do not know that it is
The Premier: The Governor-General inns

declare the cessation of the war by proetama
tion.

Mir. SEWARD:- Yes, that is so. I an
quite aware that hostilities have ceased, bui
it is certainly doubtful whether the war ha!
ended. When last year's Bill was enactec
we were on the eve of a general election
and there was some reason for the legisla,
tion. That is not the position now, and I
see no reason for the Bill. The Act eon
tains sections that are not required now
For instance it makes provision for votial
by members of the Civil Construction Corpi
and the Allied Works Couneil. Both thos4
brganisatious have ceased to exist.

The Minister for Justice: Then they auto
matkcally go out.

Mr. SEWARD: What is the use of elut
tering up legislation with provisions that anf
useless!7

The Minister for Justice: In time all wit
go oilt.

Mr. SEWARD: Provision should be madi
inl the Bill to delete those references fron
the Act otherwise the position will be opei
to abuse. We may find individuals exer
cising the -vote under the powers affeetia1f
the bodies I have referred to, and yet thosE
individuals may have no right whatever tA
that privilege. Then again it is pessibli
that the officers referred to in the Act a&
being detailed to carry out certain dutie:
will he replaced by men of eonsiderab]
lower rank. Perhaps a mere skeleton stat
will be kept on to clean up, and some lowei
ranking officer may be theme who is ni
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able to carry out the duties of a presiding
officer. We should take cognisanee of that
fact and alter the Act accordingly.

There was a very undesirable feature at
the last election-the large number of in-
formal votes cast by reason of the fact that
members of the forces voted in electorates
for which they were not qualified to vote.
When the votes were opened by the postal
vote offier, it was found that many of them
had not been residents of those districts and
all that the returning officer could do was
to disallow the votes. The voters probably
acted in ignorance, but they could not have
their votes recorded in the districts for
which they were qualified. This shows that
there was not sufficient information made
available to the voters to enable them to
record a proper vote.

The Minister for Justice: You have in-
formal vrotes e4.erywhere, even in the city.

Mr. SEWARD: But not for the reason
I am speaking of. I am aware that some
votes are deliberately made informal. When
the measure was before the House origin-
ally, I did not favour it. I took the view
that men fighting in the islands had quite
enough to do without bothering their heads
who was to represent them in this Parlia-
ment. They should not have been called
upon to do it- Years have elapsed since many
of those men left Australia-in some cases
five years-and if we had an election now,
it is quite likely that those men would not
know anything about some of the candidates.
Many changes occur in five years, and in
the electorates from which they came there
might be candidates of whom they had
never heard. In those circumstances it is
unfair to ask them to record a vote.

The Minister for Justice: Hundreds of
electors in your district who do not know
you record votes for you.

Mr. SEWARD: I know my electorate too
well to admit that.

The Minister for Works: They would not
have voted for you had they known you T

Mr. SEWARD: Tbdy would have voted
for me had they known me. I consider that
a renewal of the3Act is unnecessary. There
are far fewer men to exercise a vote now
than there were when the election took place
a couple of years -ago, and in the normal
course of events, if any Assembly election
took place in the next 12 months, there would
be very few troops left to exercise the vote
under this measure.

Of course I am aware the cry will be
raised that if there are only a few, they
should' not be deprived of the opportunity
to vote, but I point out that some of our
men may still be in England and in other
parts of the world where they are deprived
of the vote. I was opposed to the Bill in
the first place, but as a, majority of mem-
bers thought it should be passed then, I shall
not oppose the second reading now, but I
think it ought to be tightened up, because
I am afraid loopholes undoubtedly existed
in the original legislation that led to people
trying to record a vote in an electorate for
which they were not qualified or else they
voted through ignorance in an electorate for
which they were not qualified, and by reason
of inability to apportion such votes, they
lost the right to vote in their own districts.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [3.54]:
1. was not present w"hen the 'Minister made
his second reading speech so I do not know
what reasons ho. gave for continuing, this
legislation.

The Minister for Justice: There was, no
Reed; the reasons arc self-evident.

Ron. N. KEENAN: The most dangerous
things in life are the self-evident things.
They stand by themselves and just exist.
This is a Bill to extend the provisions of
the Act to the 31st December, 1946. What
right has a Minister to assume that a state
of war will exist till that time?

The 'Minister for Mines: Every tight.
Hon. N. KEENAN: No, only the right

of everybody to make a blind guess.
The M1'inister for Justice: We are still

in a sitate of wvar.
Hon.' N. KEENAN: Nominally, wc are,

and possibly will he for some time, per-
haps until the nest war starts.

The M1inister for Lands: Do not you
start another war here.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Amn I doing so? I
am not the old war-horse that the Minister
for Lands is.

The Minister for Lands: Not so much of
the "old.''

Hon. N. KEENAN: He is always snort-
ing for the field of battle. We shall he in
an extraordinary position if, in fact, a
proclamation is issued in January fixing a
certain date as the termination of the war.
There is a general rumour that the cud of
the war is to he proclaimed by the Gover-
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nor General in January. When the first
world war came to an end, peace treaties
were signed, but on this occasion the con-
queror has taken possession of the con-
quered countries and that is all there is
to it. There is no formal peace, and so it
will depend entirely uI)ofl the will of the
allied nations what is to happen. So far
as Australia is one of the allied nations,' it
will determine and announce through the
Governor General the date to be fixed for
the end of the war for legal purposes and
legal purposes only. This is necessary to
allow of contracts suspended dluring the
war being permitted to operate again, and
for allowing a time to be fixed for people
who have given service in various ways and
so on. The general idea is that the end of
the war will be proclaimed somec time in
January and, if that happens, wve shall
then have this Act on the statute-hook
operative till the 3 1st December. Can the
Minister explain the position he will be in
then 7

The Minister for Justice: We should
have the Act to meet present needs.

Hon. N. KEENAN: At the present, so
far as we can say, we are nominally still
in a state of war, but suppose the Governor
General issues a proclamation on the 15th
of January that the war is at an end, that
would not bring the Act to an end. The
Minister should agree to the insertion of a
proviso to the effect that the Act shall
come to an end when a proclamation is
issued by the Cevernor General declaring
the war at an end.

The Minister for Works: What about
all the Australian soldiers who will be in
Japan I

Hon. N. KEENAN: Surely we do not
intend to give them a vote!

The Minister for Works: Our own sol-
dierst

Hon. N. KEENAN: Is that the ideal
The Minister for Lands: Why not?

Hon. N. KEENAN: They will have
plenty of geisha girls to look after and
will not have time to think of voting.

Mr. Watts: Under the principal Act, you
cannot give the soldiers in Japan a vote.
It is confined to those in the islands.

The Minister for Works: There might
be a lot of Australians in the islands for
the next two years.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am not aware that
any army of occupation has been sug-
gested, except for Japan. I understand
that the islands are to be cleaned up and
the Japanese sent to Japan.

Mr. Watts: The point is that the Min-
ister did not give any reasons at all in
support of the Bill.

Mr. Needham: Our men are engaged in
the islands mopping up' the laps.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The member for
Perth, who has some knowledge of military
affairs, says our Inch are engaged in mop-
ping lip the Japs. When the mopping up
is done there will be no more Japs in the
islands. It is clear that if we pass this
Bill, the Act may continue in force for
many months after the end of the wvar has
been officiailly declared, and that would be
an extraordinary position. I hope that the
Minister will consider this extraordinary
position at once.

THE MINISTER FOR TUSTIOE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna-ia reply) [3.59]: 1
cannot understand why members have
taken exception to the Bill. Legally, the
wvar is still in progress. According to Hals.
bury's Laws of England. Vol. VI, page
525, as wvar can only be commenced, so it
can only he terminated by the authority
of the Crown,. and it is usually effected by
treaty of peace and announced to the nation
by proclamation or Order-in-Concil.

Mr. Watts: I fancy that your way of in-
troducing the Bill raised more objection to
it than did the Bill itself.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
are still in a state of wvar. That being so,
there is no reason why the soldiers now in
the islands--there are thousands of them
and we do not know when they will return
-should he deprived of a vote.

Hon. N. Keenan: Thousands of Western
Australians?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Hon. N'. Keenan: A few hundred.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I know
there are thousands. My own boys arc
there.

Hon. N. Keenan: You have not thous-
ands.

T1* MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
hut they are among thousands.
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The Minister for Lands: The member for
Nedlands is flattering the Minister now.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICYE: Very
highly, too! The member for Pingelly men-
tioned the Civil Construction Corps. if
this has been disbanded then it does not
matter. Within a very short period-a
year or two years-the Bill may no longer
be required.

Mr. Watts: But members of the Forces
can be made to vote at special polling
places, even though these may not be near
their own homes or in their own districts.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Vot-
ing is not compulsory under the Bill. I do
not think that objection affects the mea-
sure in any way. I beg to differ from the
opinion expressed that there will not be
sufficient officers to carry out the duties
under this measure. We will always get in-
formal votes, no matter how clearly the in-
structions may be expressed. Not every
person will realise that he is entitled to
vote for a particular district.

Mr. Abbott: In those circumstances his
vote is informal.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: He will
be in order if he votes for the district in
which he lived prior to enlistment. The
Act will not remain in force very long. We
hope there will not be another war and
that before long peace will be declared. I
hope the Bill will be passed so as to give
the soldiers now away from home an
,opportunity to record their vote.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. 3. Hegney in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
New clause:
Ron. N. KEENAN: In pursuance or

what I indicated during the second reading
stage, I move-

That a new clause be added as follows:--
''3, Notwithstanding any provisions of this
Act or of thme principal Act this Act shall not
extend beyond the date when the Governor-
General of Australia baa deelvred by procla-
mation the present war in which Australia is
engaged has ended."

I need not give any reasons.
The CHAIRMAN: I point out to the

member for Nedlands that this is a cantin-
,ance Bill and that the Committee has already

agreed to the date fixed, 1946. Clause 2
has been agreed to and that flxes the con-
tinuance to 1946. The new clause seeks
to limit Clause 2.

Hon. N. Keenan: In a certain event.
The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has

already agreed to that clause and I there-
fore rule that the new clause is unaccept-
able.

Hon. N. Keenan: Do you rule that it
is not in order?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
New clause ruled out.

Point of Order.
Mr. North: On a point of order; Would

the new clause have been in order had it
been moved before Clause 2 was put?

The Chairman: This is a continuance
Bill. In such a measure all that can be
altered is the date.

Mr. North: No other amendment is per-
mitted?

The Chairman: No.

Committee resume&.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Conell.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL ACT

AMNDM) ENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

M3. NORTH (Claremont) [4.9]: This
Bill comes from another place. It con-
cerns that place and therefore has its sup-
port. The Act which this Bill amends pro-
vides that it shall apply to soldiers serving
either within Australia or outside Australia
and within such portion of the South-West
Pacific zone as may be proclaimed from
time to time. "Present watl means the war
His Majesty is n6w engaged upon. If
there should be a proclamation of peace by
the Governor- 'General during the next
two or three months, it is problematical
whether this law would have any effect.
If it should have effect, it would only apply,
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as shown in the words I read out, to any
soldiers still in the islands; and those Western
Australians who are with the 5,000 or 0,000
Australian Forces in Japan would not have
the franchise. However, one can only point
out that position. This is a matter of agree-
ing or otherwise to the extension of the
opration of the measure. Therefore I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 15th November; M1r. 3.
Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Departmevtal, £46,500 (partly con-
sidered):

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.14]: If
there were anything in these Loan Esti-
mates to which one could take violent excep-
tion, the situation of one who sought to say
a few words about them would be consider-
ably stronger. Unfortunately, the amount
that is involved and the apportionment of
that amount do not appear to me to offer any
grounds either for criticism, commendation
or great expectations. It is a sort of neutral
feeling that I find I have in regard to these
Loan Estimates, so far as the amount of
money involved and the apportionment of
the expenditure as far as that money will go
are concerned. I might refer to one
item mentioned by the Premier but which
does not appear in the Loan Estimates at
all as expenditure; and it is because it does
not appear as expenditure at this juncture
that I make some reference to it. I refer
to the price of the Australian Standard
Garratt locomotive, floes this indicate that
the Governiment considers the price of £12,000
charged for one of those locomotives is too
much; or does it mean that the Government
is dissatisfied with Garratts, without waiting
for the report of the Royal Commissioner;
or does it mean that the Government is wait-
ing for the report of the Royal Commissioner

to know whether it is dissatisfied with them,
or whether to pay for them or not?

The Premier: No; it is a question of how,
they shall be paid for.

Mr. WATTS: I think a fair amount of
money is involved. If I remember rightly,
there are 27 of them at £12,000 each, which
is roughly £200,000. 1 fancy, too, that they
have been in operation-or most of them-
for the best part of 12 months; and it
seemed strange to me that no arrangements
were made in respect of payment or non-
payment for them after that lapse of time.
The Treasurer also indicated in his remarks
that the loan programne really dealt with
mnoneys allocated during the last financial
year. The moneys were therefore allocated
when we were in a state of active hostilities
rather than in a state of war such as we
were arguing about a few minutes ago where
active hostilities have ceased hut where a
legal state of war appears to have continued.
The fact that the money was allocated during
a period of active hostilities and at a time
when there was no indication that vie
close of those hostilities would be as
near as it was doubtless provides reason
for the small amount involved; for it is
quite clear that, forgetting altogether for
the moment the vast expenditure that can
lbe contemplated in Western Australia on
important public works of quite a new and
developmental character, there is quite
enough work requiring to be done in regard
to much smaller things scattered far and
wide over the country which would absorb
without the slightest difficulty an amount
greater than that which is the total sum
comprised in the Estimates of this year.

Later on the Premier stated, or implied
if he did not state it in so many words, that
a much larger programme of works has
been prepared to meet the contingency of
unemployment. He said that as he hoped
unemployment would not be rife and there-
fore unemployment relief work would be
almost unnecessary during this financial
year, such works as are planned to fill such
a gap have not been included in the Esti-
mates. Are we to understand Trom that that
our major loan works are to be dependent
on the need for unemployment relief? Or
are we to understand they will be proceeded
with in the interests of the community at
the earliest possible date? If they are to,
be dependent upon the need for unemploy-
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ment relief, then we shalt be faced with an
extraordinary position; because, if unem-
ployment is not rife-to use the Treasurer's
words-these public works would never be
started. Of course, there is an alternative
to that proposition, which is that the Gov-
ernment is so certain that unemployment will
be rife that it is essential to hold over the
declaration of this programme until that
unemployment comes about.

In either event I am not happy with the
implications of the matter, as I see them.
The apparent inability of those responsible
to provide the nation with the goods it
requires, in order that public and private
works may proceed, is to me the most dis-
turbing factor at present. It seems that
if the Treasurer had at his disposal con-
siderably more funds than the amount con-
templated in these Estimates, he would not
at the moment be able to plan for their
expenditure on public works, nor is there
any assurance as to when he would be able
to plan for their speedy expenditure on
public works and translation into public
benefits. We talk of inflation and black
markets, even in peacetime, as though they
were unavoidable. I think we can all agree
that black markets and inflation arise only
when there is a shortage of goods and plenty
of money wherewith to buy that shortage.
In consequence, many consumers seek to
buy the goods in short supply.

We need not fear inflation or black mar-
keting, hut we may expect a measure of
lprosperity where there are amplegoods and
money to buy them. At present, at least
from a statistical point of view, there are
ample funds in the hands of the community
wherewith to buy these goods, but there
are not the goods for the people to buy,
and therefore we talk of inflation and black
marketing. But there is much useful work
that could be done with the goods were they
available. Had we been as slow in pro-
viding the wherewithal to fight the war, as
we appear to be in providing the where-
withal to build the peace, then I think it
would not be the forces of the Allies in
occupation of Tokio, but the forces of Tokio
in occupation of Canberra. Since the actual
end of hostilities, five months have passed
and we are still, as I say, no nearer that
state of affairs where there ame at the same
time ample goods and the money to buy
them.

Mr. Needham: It is not five months yet.

Mr. WATTS: Do not quarrel over a
couple of weeks. We find that the supply
of essential materials and many types of
consunmer goods is either controlled or
rationed, or being disposed of in what we
know as the black market. But with all the
planning and propaganda that has been our
lot in the last two or three years, one could
never imagine that it would be necessary to-
day to he tightening up rather than loosen-
ing the control of the disposal of some items
that we require for our everyday needs
and for the provision of employment
and reasonable comforts for the people of
this State, such as housing. I wvell recol-
lect. that 12 years ago those associated with
my friends opposite preached against the
restriction of purchasing power. It was ob-
vious that if no one purchased goods, be-
cause no one had tmnoney whereiith to
purchase, them, business stagnated and un-
employment became rife. That unfortu-
nately, although I had nothing to do with
it at the time, was the trouble with the so-
called Premiers' Plan which once again,
despite all the propaganda to the contrary,
must be attributed to a majority of Gov-
ernments that followed the political tenets
of my friends opposite. They were in
charge at Canberra at the time and 50 per
cent, of the State Governments were of
the same party so that, in toto, they were
in the majority. That scheme was foisted
upon the people of Australia in the cir-
cumstances I have just mentioned.

Today it seems to me, without being pes-
simuistic, that we are on the high road to
another spasm of unemiployment because
of the apparent inability (if planners and
bureaucrats in various parts of Australia
-few of them, fortunately, in this State--
to overcome the chronic shortage of much
needed goods and provide them at a rea-
sonable price.

The Premier: America expects to have
2,000,000 unemployed this coming year!

Mr. WATTS: That country is troubled
with mutch the same disease as we are.

The Premier: It has had an overplus of
goods in some instances.

Air. WATTS: America's financial diffi-
culties are not so clear to me as is the posi-
tion in Australia on a statistical basis.
Statistically, and I am inclined to believe
actually, there is ample money in the
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pockets of the people to purchase far more
consumer goods than are likely to be pro-
duced within the next 12 months. So
mnaterial must be doled out to the few at
high prices instead of being available to
the many at reasonable prices. There was
never any surplus of skilled artisans in
the building trade. Today it is quite ob-
vious that there is a shortage of them.
W~hile strides have been made, as anyone
who looks into these matters is prepared to
admit, in the housing position, they have,
not been made as fast as was anticipated
or as was promised, and they are not likely
to me much faster unless the men are avail-
able to do the job, and these men are not
available. Even if all of them were
capable of engaging in this skilled work
tomorrow, by being withdrawn from the
Forces, there would still be not enough to
carry out speedily the plans that have been
already approved for housing in this State.

In many other trades, such as tailoring,
furniture making, and others, the same
state of affairs exists. Today when there is
a tremendous demand from the public-
mostly from the returning members of the
Forces-for clothing it is almost impos-
sible to obtain one's requirements under a
period of three to six months. Attention
was drawn, earlier this session, to the ap-
parent possibility of this state of affairs
arising. But, of course, hope springs
eternal in the human breast and three
months ago we were hopeful that there
would be steady progress and a righting
of a bad state of affairs, but those things
have not taken place. The situation today
appears to be no better than it was three
months ago. When speaking on the Loan
Estimates last year, approximately a year
ago today, T said this-

I feel that if the war were to end 12 m onths
fromn today and the need f or demobilisation
and reinstatement of the people in our Forces
enine about quickly, there would be almost
chars because there would not have been laid
down plans and arrangements for Carrying
them into effect in the way they should be.
There has been more talk than action, more
repovrtq than definite nrrangements for doing
these things. Whether those talks and reports
cain be converted into action in quick time is
mafre than I can say, but I think there is a
grave risk of chaotic happenings in regard to
Othoo problems unless definite and regular
mefasures are taken a short time from now.

That is w-hat Australia has been troubled
with, and is what is troubling our own Trea-

le5J]

surer today, if I may be permitted to say
so. There are a tremendous number of
needs that he would like to have attended to.
There are many he would have provided for
no doubt in these Estimates, but, as I see
his position, he dare not do so because he
has in mind that the possibility of the imple-
nentinig of these matters within a reason-
able period is by no means certain. I find
from a most informative booklet provided
by the Department of Information-

The Minister for Lanids: Wbich one?

Mr, WATTS: The one with its headquar-
ters in Canberra.

The Minister for Mines: You do not seem
to like Canberra'.

Mr. WATTS: It is a very cold and cheer-
less place and I think the people w&ho fre-
quent it are rather cold and cheerless them-
selves.

The Premier: And the roads there run
round inl circles, too.

Mr. WATTS: That is also true. I find
fromn this booklet that up to June, 1945, the
cost of the war to Australia amounted to
£2,111,000,000, which represents £287 10s.
per head of the population of Australia.
Of that total amount, £958,000,000 came
from loan, £750,000,000 from taxation and
£343,000,000 from hank credits, and accord-
ing to the Prime Minister himself, who I
understand is something of an expert in

-these matters, all these three sources of
finance have been drawn upon to the limit
of Australia's capacity within that period.
In the year 1945-46 a target has been sat
for the construction of 24,000 houses; in
1946-47, 50,000 houses; in 1947-48, 70,000
houses; or in a ten-year period, 750,000
houses. Those 750,000 houses at an average
of £C1,000 each-that is a fair average to fix,
according to the Premier's statement to us
yesterday-will. represent an expenditure o
another £750,000,000.

At the rate we are going not only will
finance present some difficulty, as I under-
stand from the Federal Treasurer's obser-
vations, but also the physical side of the
effort, as I see the position, will present
More difficulties still. I hope that we in
Western Australia are going to ask our
Treasurer to give us aL clear statement of his
attitude on the subject that I shall mention
now. I am going to ask him to give me n
answer, and I shall put the question irres-
pective of whether or not other members
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feel the same way about it as I do. That
question is: What action has been taken
with regard to the re-arrangement of the
financial relationship between the Common-
wealth and the States? I think that is a
matter of grave importance, having a very
great bearing in the future on the financial
transactions, both loan and revenue, of Wes-
tern Australia.

Approximately two years ago I raised the
matter in this House and a motion was car.
ried seeking a conference between represen-
tatives of this and the other States in order
to prepare a plan for the reorganisation of
that financial relationship. It was suggested
in the motion that both sides of political
thought should take part in the conference
-for obvious reasons. The House carried
the motion in a somewhat amended form,
without actually altering its substance.
Later a communication from the Prime
Minister was tabled in answer to a question
by me and that communication was to the
effect that the matter was receiving con.
sideration. Since that time it would be cor-
rect to say that, except that we have had
many explanations of the difficulties that
exist between the States and the Common-
wealth from a revenue and financial point
of view in general, nothing has been said,
and, so far as we know, nothing has been
done in consequence. According to the daily
Press, the Premier said, among other things,
that he would discuss his attitude on uni-
form taxation at the Premiers' Conference.
Is his attitude going to be the attitude taken
up by this House as indicated in the reso-
lution carried in 1943, or is he merely going
to ask for mercy, as suggested in the news-
paper report of his evidence to the Grants
Commission wherein he said that justico
might be tempered with mercy-that is, it
the Premier was correctly reported?

The Chamber, not without careful con-
sideration, carried a resolution expressing
the opinion that it was unnecessary to have
two sets of income tax returns and com-
pliance with two different sets of assess-
ment laws, and that it was also necessary to
arrive at some arrangement whereby there
could be an opportunity to review the tax-
ing ability on these two bases, as between
the State and the Commonwealth. I think
we will be doing far less than
our duty if we do not piacie this
particular question in high priority in our

scheme of affairs lest, like the foolish
virgins we be caught without any oil in
our lamps--in other words, without any
funds with which to carry on other than
the normal administration of the State's af-
fairs. I say that unless some re-arrange-
ment is made, and that quickly, many of the
State's public works which ought to he car-
ried out and are crying out for attention
but which are not of the type that will pro-
duce revenue of themselves, will not be car-
ried out within the next 30 -years, if ever,
because the prospect of the State increas-
ing its revenue under the present taxation
system is remote.

We do not suggest, nor has anyone ever
suggested, that we should deprive a local
authority of the right to raise its own
revenue, within confined limits, or of the
right to raise loans, provided certain condi-
tions are complied with such as notifying
its public of the intention to raise the loan
and so long as the public in the district of
the local governing authority concerned do
not object. In order to raise loans within
the limits imposed upon them by quite hene-
ficient legislation, they are not compelled
to go to a loan council or an organisation
of that nature. They are merely required
to comply with the reasonable conditions of
the law within their own territory and raise
the money on termis which they think are
most advantageous to them. To find a
sovereign Government-and Western Austra-
lia, like the other States of the Common-
wealth, is still legally classed as a sovereign
Government-I sa-y, to find a sovereign Gov-
erniment capable of creating or destroying
these local authorities at its will through the
Parliament to which it is responsible, in a
position very much worse than that of the
local authorities, is to my way of thinking,
absolutely intolerable and not to be borne.
if it can by any human means be avoided.

The existence of this state of affairs dur-
ing the war period was overlooked. it was
overlooked because we are a patriotic people,
who were bent on serving to the utmost of
our ploor ability in the prosecution of the
war. But to be told that we have to develop
this State-960,000 square miles, one-third
of the continent-to be asked to develop it
while in a situation worse than that of the
Kittanning Road Board, from the financial
point of view, bearing in mind its responsi-
bility, is preposterous. Therefore, I say
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without a shade of hesitation that this ques-
tion, which has already been discussed twice
in this House and as to which directions from
this House have been given-this House of
adult suffrage, too-should be placed in high
priority and pressed with the utmost vigou~r
by all parties in the State. Western Aus-
tralia has a very great task to perform if
it is to bring the State up to its maximumn
development. I know, bry reason of certain
conditions, climatic and other, that tderc
will be fairly severe limitations to that
development, but we are far below it at the
present time. That task should be imposed
upon and carried out by the people of Wes-
tern Australia, because I am firm in the be-
lief that our greatest contribution to the sal-
vation and safety of Australia will be the
development of this part of it.

As I said, Western Australia is one-third
of the continent, and no body, politic or
otherwise, can be any stronger than its weak-
est part. Unquestionably, Western Austra-
lia is the weakest part of the body politic
of Australia and therefore its development
is absolutely essential to the well-being of
the whole body; just as it would be in the
ease of a man with an arm or a leg in, a
weak state, whose whole body must suffer
immediately. But that has not been the be-
lief or the attitude of our Federal over-
lords. They, on the contrary, appear to
look upon this State as one which might
receive casual attention, and that after it
has sacrificed itself to the utmio-t in the
national effort. I find in the interesting
booklet to which I referred jist now figures
concerning Western Australia's contribution
to the war.

By comparison with the other States
and by comparison with the Common-
wealth average, Western Australia's enlist-
nments from rural industries were 11 per
1,000 greater, while its enlistments from
other industries were approximately double
per 1,000 more than those of the other
States, with a variation of only one or two.
Therefore, our problems of rehabilitation
and re-employment mnust be proportionately
greater than those of the other States and
the activity which will he required of us,
and which will be hampered by financial
problems, will be correspondingly greater
also. So I hope that the Government-and
I assure it that it will have the fullest co-
operation from me and those associated with.

mem-will make a very great effort in this
matter and seek to enlist the co-operation
of the other States, as I believe we are more
likely to obtain it at this stage than we
were at any time in the past.

But with all these difficulties, notwith-
standing tbat the Commonwealth created the
Defence Forces and is responsible for the
demobilisation and the return to industry of
our soldiers, the slowness of which is ham-
pering the matters to which I have referred,
the Commonwealth insists that a proportion
of the losses which wvill be suffered as a re-
suit of the settlement of soldiers on the land
and as a result of the Commonwealth lions-
ing scheme, should be borne by the State
Governments, including Western Australia.
And that at a time when the Commonwealth
observes that it thinks it ought to continue
uniform taxation into the post-war period!
The Commonwealth is nimbly going to add
by that means to the State's financial re-
sponsibilities, upon which interest will be
payable, while at the same time it suggests,
in effect, that the State's inconfb should re-
main static. The Commonwealth also in-
plies that Western' Australia has some re-
sponsibility for assuming the proportion. of
these losses, presumably because of the bene-
fit which the State will derive from soldier
land settlement. I confess that that beneft
seems to be much more likely to be apparent
than real.

We shall have a great deal of trouble
effectively to settle our returning soldiers on
the land in a profitable way. I hope-in-
deed, I believe-that it can be done, but I
say that what little benefit we shall derive
will be more than offset by the work we
shalT have, to do, because it does not matter
two hoots in the present circumstances what
the increase in the national income of this
State will be. We do not draw any more
money from the Commonwealth through uni-
form taxation than we did when our nation-
al income, or the income of our people, was
considerably lower.

Mr. Graham: A, claim could be sub-
mitted.

Mr. WATTS: The submitting of claims
seems to indicate mendicancy.

Mr. Mann: Of course I

M1r. WATTS: What is required is a free
and frank recognition of mutual co-opera-
tion in. these matters between the several
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parts of the nation. We shall never become
a nation if one section of the country is
acting like a mendicant.

Mr. Mann: You are crawling on hands
and knees the whole time!

Mr. WATTS: We want to remodel the
whole of our ideas on this question and
build up in this country a true federation
where every part of it can have a proper
responsibility and opportunity, and not the
half-baked miserable institution that we
have at present which is steadily becoming
wvorse because of bureaucrats and planners!
They have planned so much and their plans
have not come off with the result that the
condition into which Western Australia is
getting-and for the moment I ignore the
other States-is becoming intolerable.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: You do not get
anything unless you ask for it.

Mr. WATTS: I suggest that we should
ask for it and put it on a high priority,
but not as a mendicant. We want a satis-
factory solution of the problem for, as near
as possible; all time. That is the way to
go about it and not to tinker with annual
rants. So long as the system is allowed
to persist I do not blame anyone for put-
ting up the best case he possibly can. It
is his duty to do so and that is why the
Premier and his officers are justified in
putting up their ease. My point is that
the present circumstances should be put
an end to.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: You are not a beg-
gar because you press for your rights.

Mrx. WATTS: The member for Boulder
summarised the position of Western Aus-
tralia, by interjection about a year ago
when these matters wvere being discussed.
The word "mnicn, that I have used,
is the word that he then used out of his
vast experience of Federal and State finan-
cial affairs. I have no hesitation in believ-
ing that that is the actual position in which
he and his successors have many times
found themselves, although it niay have
been coloured with something to make it
nicer, or sweetened with some kind of jam.
But the net result is as indicated.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek: You do not get
down on your knees, but press for your
rights in a manly and independent way.

Mr. WATTS: I know, without going
further into that aspect of the matter,
that there are many public works that

should be carried out in this State,
irrespective of the big things such
as the South-West Power Scheme and
other matters allied to it. It would
not take me long, mid perhaps the
Treasurer wvill bear with me, to submit
an outline of the public works that I con-
sider are crying out to be done in one
electorate-my own.

The Minister for Mines: That is paro-
chial.

Mr. WATTS: For once in my life I am
entitled to be even that for five minutes,
because that is the only way I can form an
opinion as to the expenditure required to
overtake the lag that eP-xists. If the posi-
tion in my electorate is multiplied by 50, and
that is probably a moderate way of doing
it because I have no doubt that in some
areas the expenditure would be far greater,
we would have a. rough idea of the amount
of work that could be put in hand to cope
with necessary matters. Tie workus that I
shall mention are crying out to be done,
either to enable the Government business
to be carried on in reasonably decent and
congenial surroundings, or to provide a rea-
sonable measure of the social services to
which people are entitled, particularly edu-
cation, and other necessary amenities for
the folk who live in the various parts of
the State.

I looked around my electorate and I
found that at Mt. Barker th~e school must
be enlarged and a domestic science wing
added to it. The present police station and
premises are over a mile from the town and
are falling into disrepair. The town wants
a water scheme. I have no estimate of
the cost, but I cannot imagine that it would
be less than £30,000 or £40,000. Aft. Barker
is not included in the proposals for a Great
Southern water scheme because it is con-
sidered to be uneconomical to have it there.
There is unquestionably a need for the rail-
way that has been approved and is on the
statute-book to be constructed between Mt.
Barker and Manjimup, or alternatively for
a first-class road to be constructed and
the placing of road trains thereon, because
the transport of that area will have to
be attended to if any settlement is to take
place. I am no computer of costs but I see
in that one area alone, from my poor know-
ledge of what these things cost, an expendi-
ture in the vicinity of £200,000.
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I turn now to the next place on the line,
Cranbrook, where there is need of a water
scheme, a police station-there is none an
present-and the construction of a railway,
which is authorised and on the statute-book,
from- Boyup Brook to Cranbrook or, al-
ternatively, a first-class road for about 83
miles and road transport on a bigger scale
than at present to cope with the reasonable
needs of those who are there and will come
there in the near future. Tambellup is in-
eluded, by name at least, in the proposals
for a Great Southern water scheme. The
chief need of that town is -a completely new
school because the existing one has twice
the number of pupils that it can hold and
temporary quarters are being used. I
should say that £3,000 or £4,000 at the very
least will ha' c to be invested there. The
Premier knows thA iat Catanning the law
courts, police quarters and offices, and the
office used by the Rural Bank and that of
the Lands Department are irt an exception-
ally poor state and will have to be rebuilt.
The police offices and the local court have
been erected for about 55 or 60 years and
today only one room is -provided for the
clerks, magistrate and witnesses and every-
one else who frequents the premises, and
rone court room. in -which the magistrate
hears his eases.

Those amenities are hopelessly inadequate
for a town of that size which serves about
6,000 or 7,000 people within a radius of
25 or 30 miles. The same thing applies to
the premises now occupied by the Rural
Bankc which, by comparison with its
competitors, is placed in an extremely
invidious position. Many other things
miust he done but I do not propose to deal
with them on this occasion. Onowangerup
requires water supplies, schools and roads.
At Ping-rp £12,000 or £14,000 has already
been spent on water supply, and the same
thing is required at Ongerup and other
centres. In that area £500,000 would
scarcely cover the expenditure required.

The Premier: We will have to leave your
district out, I think.

Mr. WATTS: If that figure is multiplied
by 50 we arrive at a total of £.25,000,000.

The Premier: You can multiply it by 49;
I can think of one district that need not
be included.

Mr. WATTS: Can the Ptemiler tell us
whether at Msome future time he ia likely to
be able to do and pay for t~ese things under
the present system of financial relationships,
between the Commnonwealth and the States?
I do not propose to keep tWe Committee any
longer on this subject. I live in hopes that
tit least sonic progress can he made along
the lines that I have been Thiscussing, I
hope that between now and the introduction
of the next Loan Estimates the uneznploy-
merit position will not become rife, although
I gathered from the Premier's speech that
it might and that there are not lacking
indications in Western Australia that many
men, including men who have returned from
the -war, are without employment and the
means of obtaining it. I believe that is
substantially due to the matters to which
I have referred, shortage of material and
commodities necessary in order that trade
and industry might settle down to normal
business. However, other members of the
Committee will no doubt deal with those
aspects far better than I could.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [5.1J:
in introducing tile Loan Estimates the
Treasurer brought them before the Commit-
tee in a statement, and the Leader of the
Opposition has found matter deserving of
criticism not in the statement, but inl the
omissions from the statement. I think the
grounds advanced by the Leader of the Op-
position for that criticism are wholly justi-
fled, h ut it may well be that the hands of the
Treasurer were tied in the matter. It may
he that on another occasion-T hope an
early occasion-he will indicate more clearly
the position that he thinks this State will
have to assume and press with all its force if
it is to have anything like a satisfactory
financeial arrangement between the Common-
wealth and the State. Loan Estimates for
some years past, and this year, have
been matters .of small amount and
therefore of far less importance than
iq other days. Not 20 years ago
our loan borrowings reached a point
of 44 per cent., in money value, of the total
income that the Crown received from all
sources for such year in Western Australia.
'In the year 1926-27, for instance, the loan
moneys borrowed amounted to £3,900,000.
The loan moneys authorised were £4,800,000
and the State revenue for that year 'was
only £9,600,000.
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In 10927-28 the loan moneys actually hot'-
rawed and spent were £4,500,000, which is
within £E300,000 of the amount authorised,
and the State revenue for that year from
aill other sources, was £9,800,000. In 1928-
29 the loan money borrowed and spent was
£C4,100,000, and the -revenue £9,900,000.
Taking the average of those three years, we
borrowed 42 per cent. of the total amount
collected iu this State, for the use of the
Crown. fronm all sources. The consideration
of the Loan Estimates in those days was not
only a matter of great importance, hut of
great interest, whereas nowadays that posi-
tion hat radically altered. We have increased
our collections froin all sources by almost
50 per cent., but, on the other hand-for
ressons connected with the war and perhaps
other causes-our loan borrowings have
shrunk to an amount that certainly does not
please the Leader of the Opposition when
be considers the demands of his own elec-
torate, without taking into account the de-
mands of Nedlands. Even so, thle Treasurer
made a candid admission that no public
work of any importance or size can be put
in hand-in spite of our £13,000,000 odd
general revenue--unless it is provided for
by loan moneys.

Incidentally, the Treasurer confirmed the
oft-told tale, that Governments suffer from
an incapacity to handle business at a proit,
by drawing attention to the fact that the
ventures that have heen entered into in the
past by Governments in this State yield a
return sufficient only to pay less than half the
rate of interest payable on the capital moneys
spent in establishing them. It can truly be
said that developmental expenditure may
show a considerable loss, on its face, and yet
show an indirect profit-which the present
member for Oeraldton hugged to his heart so
often as solace for his financial position-
that to a considerable extent will offset the
loss. Allowing for all that, the record dis-
closed by the Treasurer of past ventures by
past Governments should certainly serve as
a warning to all Governments not to rash in-
to commitments m~erely because those coin-
rnitznents have been handled at a proft by
Private enterprise, but only when those com-
mitments represent something imperative to
the development of the State, as for instance,
the opening of new industries, the support-
ing and developing of established industries
and the opening of new areas for settlement.

As long as I have been a member of this
House I have witnessed an unbroken history
of the use of loan money to enable a f ic-
titious appearance to be presented on out
annual revenue and expen~diture? accounts.
That is accomplished in the following way:
what should be paid for out of revenue is
not paid for out of revenue, but out of loans,
and that enables the revenue and expenditure
acceount to be balanced and, if carried far
enough, even to show a credit on the re.
venue, side. This explains the surpluses we
have bad for years past. The railways is
o ease where, instead of moneys being pro-
vided every year to keep in proper order and
condition the track, locomotives, rollingatoek,
plant and buildings, all those items of ex-
penditure are severely curtailed. The conse-
quence is that the money that has not been
spent, but which should have been spent,
enahies a false picture to be presented in the
annual returns of revenue and expenditure.
ft shows a state of affairs which, on examina-
tion, is found to be purely fictitious. Then
some day-and thle Treasurer is now meeting0
that day-we are faced with a crisis that has
to be met, and have to spend the money and
rehabilitate what has been neglected for
years, and of course that is done out of loan
money.

Hon. J. C. Willcoekt No fear!

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is "No fear" the
other way, unfortunately. It is only proper
and fair to the present Treasurer to say that
he has inherited this state of affairs.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: We inherited that
state of affairs from your Government after
you lost £4,000,000 in three years.

H~on. N. KEENAN: I am trying to address
you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, but, as in the
charge at Balaclava, I find a gun on
my left. I do not blame the present
Treasurer for having inherited this posi-
tion and having no opportunity to alter
it, but it is eminently desirable that the
taxpayer, who has been congratulated year
in and year out over the last few years, on
the glorious position he occupied in having
a surplus, should know that that surplus was
absolutely a sham. The Leader of the Op-
position mentioned the statement made by
the Treasurer that a number of plans for
public works has been prepared and is now
ready and laid aside for the purpose of
meeting the eventuality of any period of un-
employment arising in Western Australia.
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That statement is open to the criticism
directed against it, bWeause it presumes either
that there will be unemployment or that
those public 'works will not be carried out
unless the~re is unemployment. However,
there is a third and more generous inter-
pretation that I propose to suggest and, in
large measure, to accept. It is that it is
entirely independent of any scheme for pub-
lie works.

The Premier: That is it.

Hon. N. REENAN: It is something in
the nature of an insurance against unem-
ployment suddenly arising and Our not hav-
ing any scheme of public works ready to
relieve the position. That is not an idle
fear, because in 1930 a Government went
out of power that had been six years in
office and it did not leave behind it even
the skeleton of a plan for any public work,
though before it left office all the signs
pointed to the immediate onset of an era
of severe unemployment. When the Mitchell
Government came in it found nothing ready
that it could put in hand, and it had to
*employ the unemployed in all sorts of casual
work such as cleaning streets and so on. The
young men of a certain political party have
engaged themselves in pointing the finger
of scorn at that work of the Mitchell Gov-
ernment, without ever bothering their heads
to find out on whose shoulaers the blame
really rested. That fault cannot occur under
the provision that has been made by the
present Treasurer, and for this he deserves
credit. It is undoubtedly necessary in the
changing state of affairs to provide for the
possibility of the change being one for the
-worse, and this possibility, so far as one
can see, is apparently -fully provided for by
the plans that are being prepared and laid
aside for the purpose in the Works Depart-
ment.

In respect of this, there is a matter upon
which I should like further information. I
have not been able to discover how that
work is proposed to he financed, and without
financial provision, the future remains en-
tirely unprovided for. This brings up a
matter that has been dealt with very ably
by the Leader of the Opposition and that
is the entire financial position of this State,
a financial position that has been radically
affected by the results of the war and the
conditions that prevailed during the war. It
is impossible to say today in what relation

we actually stand to the Commonwealth. It
is true we are fully entitled, as are all the
people of the State, to know what is going
to be the position in future in our financial
relationship with the Commonwealth.

It may be said that wve have a right to
certain consideration under the Financial
Agreement of 1928 and under other agree-
ments, but the real question is: Are we
going to get that consideration 9 Having
regard to prevailing circumstances, the in-
tention of the Commonwealth to spend almost
untold sums of money, and the known fact,
unfortunately, that the Commonwealth is
the one secured creditor in Australia, the
one party that can obtain favours, where
are we going to finish?9 Like the Leader of
the Opposition, I wait to hear the views of
the Treasurer on this very momentous ques-
tion, and until those views have been laid
before us. and until the matter, which is
grave enough and important enough to war-
rant a debate on its own, is set down for
that purpose, I intend not to say anything
further in the brief remarks I am delivering
here today.

The presentation of the Loan Estimates
affords an opportunity, not merely to review
the past, but also, which is far more import-
ant, to make a foregast for the future. I
value and admire the optimism with which
the Treasurer faces the future. It could
not be faced at all without that optimism.
But what I have to ask myself and what
every member ought to ask himself is: How
far is that optimism warranted. What brings
a feeling of despondency is appreciation of
the fact that the industrial arbitration
system, speaking of Australia as a whole,
has absolutely failed to achieve its ob-
ject. It cannot be said with the least de-
gree of truth or the least soundness int
fact that industrial arbitration has elimi-
nated disputes in industry. Indeed, it is
with great regret that I find myself force4l
to make these obseravtions, because I was
one of those who worked in the closing
years of last century to bring industrial
arbitration from New Zealand to Austra-
lia. This is not for one moment a mat-
ter of credit for any one of us, but a num-
ber of us worked to introduce what Mi.
Seddoni had, with great success, applied
in New Zealand.

Mr. W. Hegney: What would you put
in its place!I
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Eon. N. KEENAN: I will tell the boa.
-member if he wvill have a little patience,
only a little. I repeat that I regret finding
myself forced to make observations of this
,character, but it has to be admitted that
the systemn of industrial arbitration has
wholly failed in the ease of many major
disputes, not in Western Australia-

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Uon. N. KEENAN: -hut in other parts
of Australia. It would be idle for me to
tell members about industrial disturbances;
we all know about them. If we do not know
about them, it is because we do not want
to know. Although this State has an ex-
cellent record in this regard, that record
unfortunately has beeii smirehed in re-
cent times. For somne reason I have not
been able to fathom or properly discover,
any discussion of this social malaise is
tabooed as if our discussing it made us
in some sense a party to creating it. Yet
there is no matter of such importance to
the future of all our industries-and this
means the future of the whole State-as
the question of industrial peace or, as I
prefer to term it, industrial continuity.

The question, therefore, that always
springs up in my mind, and I am sure in
the minds, of other members, is this: Is
is possible to provide for industrial con-
tinuity? I do not imply the elimination of
dispiptes in industry because so long as the
worker on the one hand and the em-
ployer, -whether it be the State or a pi
vate individual, on the other hand, are
swayed by human error, there will be and
must be disputes in industry. Is it not
possible to provide for continuity of em-
ployment, notwithstanding such disputes,
provided proper measures are taken to iron
out those disputes? Surely no one would
say it is beyond the wisdom of mnan to de-
vise a plan that will accomplish this end!

What is required in such a plan7 First-
ly, there should be a&tribunal in which all
who are engag-ed in industry, and partieu-
larly the worker, have absolute confidence;
secondly, the tribunal should be one to
which speedy resort can be had; and.
thirdly, the tribunal should be possessed
of sufficient sanction to be able to enforce
its decisions. If the question be asked,
that I have no doubt will be aked, why
the present industrial arbitration system
has failed to attain the objects we nll once

thought it was capable of reaching, the
answer can be given under three heads. Ini
the first place, it is cumbersome and slow in
its procedure, and therefore it exhausts the
patience of men who believe they are suf-
fering under some genuine wrong. Time
and again these men have seen that direct
action has provided a cure for that tardi-
ness and, therefore, to somne extent and
in sonic way they are invited to take direct
action. Secondly, the tribunal is one that
is not constituted to deal with any special
dispute in industry and, therefore, is not
a tribunal specially qiualiied to deal with a
dispute and find a solution of it, but is a
tribunal that universally taikes part- in dis-
putes of every sort in every kind of in-
dustry,

Therefore it does not specially appeal,
and a man, such for instance as the Minis-
ter for Works, who is so thoroughly con-
versant with matters of this sort, far more
thati I can ever pretend to be, will know
that in order to deal with disputes, not
only on matters of substance but also of
opinion, there must he a special appeal. If
there is a special appeal such as a local
body to review a local dispute, it is pos-
sible to achieve results that cannot be
achieved by a far more important tribunal.
brought from outside. Lastly, there is no
sianction behind the decisions of the Arbi-
tration Court. It is true that some penal-
ties are provided for in different sections
of the Arbitration Act, but they are never
resorted to or enforced.

Now I go back to the question: Is it be-
yond the wisdom of man to devise a plan
that will ensure ind ustrial continuity as
I have explained it? The whole future of
Western Australia depends upon the
answer to that question. If we are to
continue as we are going today, and if
things do not deteriorate as so many of us
fear they will, what are the prospects? No
0110 would describe them as flattering. If
industrial unrest and unemployment ex-
tend their spheres. who is there that would
care to say what the result might he? Who
would venture to say what will happen in
Australia if we cannot find, as I hope to
convince members we can find, a cure for
the present position? It should be evident
to all of us that the only hope we have of
real success in the future lies in the con-
tin uity of employment.
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Again I stress the point, because I may
or may not have sufficiently explained
it, that not for one moment would I suggest
that any means can be found to eliminate
disputes in industry, but I do say that means
can be found to provide for continuity of
employment while a dispute is being ironed
out. If we could accomplish that, then
all our troubles, would disappear. The
question is: Is it capable of being aceom-
plished? We in this State occupy a pecu-
liarly favoured position, because here our
party lines and divisions are far less acute
and far less marked than they are elsewhere,
and, therefore here we can comihand unani-
mity, and unanimity can command success.
Everything depends on that success. If it
is accomplished, it il mean not merely that
existing industries will prosper and flourish
but also that dozens of other industries will
be successfully started in Western Australia.
Therefore, let us-not at some future time,
but here and now-resolve that wve will take
the steps necessary in order to enter up~on
this task which I place before members and
this duty which I ask them to discharge.

What I suiggest is that as soon as occasion.
offers-and it should be offered as soon as
possibie-we should proceed to form a
tribunal which -will address itself to this one
point of finding somne means to preserve
continuity of employment notwithstanding
industrial disputes. Such .a body should be
as broad-based and as representative of all
kinds of opinion as possible. No idea of
ideology should prevail in selecting its con-
stitulent members. Personally I should like
to see representatives of the Communist
Party on such a hody.

The Minister for Works: They wouldl
white-ant the show within a week.

Ron. N. KHENA N: Perhaps there is
more good in humian nature than the Mtin-
ister thinks.

The Minister for Works: Perhaps I
should have said they would red-aint the
show!

Hon. N. KEENAN : I do not see that wv
can achieve the object we want to achieve
if we are, going to start by shutting oat sonic
men who, undoubtedly, whatever their
opinions mnay he-and no-one has a greater
obJection to Communism than I have-
repre1'sent a considerable section of the work-
ing ploplation.

Hon. J. C. WYiileoek: Not a considerable
section.

Hon. N. KEENAN: There is no use in
denying it.

Honi. J. C. Willeock: Yes there im,

HRon. N. KEENAN: If they do not repre-
sent a considerable section, bow are they
able1 to control, us they are controlling, so
niany movemnents in the industria] world?

Hon. J, C. Willeock.: They arc very. far
Li om. being inarticulate.

Hlon. N. KEENAN: Since I hold a dif-
f erent opinion from that of some other mem-
bers of this Chamber, I had better continue
to bold that opinion and leave them to theirs.
If this body I propose should be constituted
is as broad-based and representative as it
is possi'ble to make it, and if it achieves any
success in bringing abont continuity of em-
ployment or some mneasure which would lead
to it, then we could say that a new era would
start for Western Australia and there would
arise a visfa of future success of which none
of us has so far dared to dream. On the
other hand, let us suppose that things go
on as they are. No planning, however care-
fill in its detail and however brilliant in its
conception, can assure success if continuity
of employment is not assured. Let us not
tool ourselves with the idea that anything
else cann be the, result! Let us face realities
and p)lae this oiie essential ste p-more essen-
tial than anything else-in the forefront,
whevre it should be placed! Without it, I
hesitate to attcmlpt to describe whatt our
futlure will hie. But T repeat that I believe
we can succeed and I ask: Who is prepared
to contradict that belief I

We in Western Australia are hlighlly
advanitaged in the fact that we are not so
far apart as other places oin account of
party views and ideas, and therefore we Pos-
sess ain opportunity' which in all probability
is not possessed elsewhecre. Let us theL
bridge whait gap there is mid let us ask for
this one Step without which there is no
future for Western Austraqlia or anl' other
part of Australia hut which if we achieve
it, as I believe we can, would make this Slate
a plac to lead the world.

110N. J. 0. WILLOOCK (Geraldton)
[5.35] : 1 did 2101 intend to take part in the
general discussion and would not hare (lone
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so but for the remarks of the member for
Nedlands that the financial conditions of
this State during the last four or five years
were false and a sham. People are apt to
take notice of such statements comning from
a very responsible member of that side of
the Chamber. Were T to compare what took
place during the time the hon. member be-
longed to a former Government, I would
say that the finances of the State now
represent the acmne 'of financial rectitude
as against the tremendously bad figure cut
in regard to finance by that previous Gov-
ernment. Although I was in the House at
that tiiue, and even though the figures then
were undoubtedly false and a sham, 1 did
not hear the hon. member take any excep-
tion to them.

Eon. N. Keenan; You could not even
have read the newspapers. I addressed an
important meeting in Nedlands on that
matter.

Hon. 3. C. WILLOOCK: I am talking
about our responsibilities and duties as
members of this House, and I said that I
had never beard the hon. member in this
House take exception at that stage to the
Tact that the figures were false and a
sham. I did not come prepared to make
comparisons, but everybody will know what
happened followihg the purchase of a large
number of agricultural land estates. The
Government charged people with capital
repayments for that land and instead of
the amount being placed where it should
have gone-that is, instead of its being
credited to the loan account-all that
money from the agricultural land purchase
account was taken into revenue and spent
as revenue. If that was not -false finance,
J do not know what is!

Hon. N. Keenan: I agree!
Hon. 3. C. WILUCO OK: Simuilarly in re-

gard to agricultural bank interest. Over
several years, agricultural bank interest
contributed by agricultural bank clients
was £100,000 or more short of the actual
payments; yet the Government of which
the member for Nedlands was a member
took money out of loan f unds and lent it
to the Agricultural Bank to take into
revenue to the extent of £100,000 a year.

Mr. McDonald: That was the general
practice.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: It was. I am
not saying that the Government of which

I was a member previously did not do a
similar thing. I am replying to the criti-
cism of the member for Nedlands that the
present figures, arc false and a sham.

Hon. N. Keonan: Did you not hear me
say that ever since I have been in Parlia-
ment I have known an unbroken history of
the use of loan moneys for that purpose?

Hon. J., C. WILLCOCK: Yes; but the
hon. member, by virtue of the position be
holds, set out to say that the present
figures were false and a sham, and I want
to disabuse the public 'mind of that wrong-
ful belief. His statement was incorrect.

Hon. N:' Keen an: You alleged that the
surplus shown was genuine.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: In comparison,
Yes.

Hon. N. Keenan: Oh, in comparison!
Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: Well, we have

an Auditor General who is an officer of
Parliament and over whom the Govern-
ment has no control, and he certifies what
should and what should not be charged to
loan money. In all his reports he has taken
no exception to -what has been done. In
fact he has commended the Government for
the many financial reforms undertaken in
the last seven or eight years. Then again,
the Grants Commission is absolutely inde-
pendent of this Parliament. Its duty on
behalf of the Commonwealth Government
is to make a very close examination of the
finances of the State and to make a budget-
arv criticism and] point out whether the
Budget is true according to the figures. In
its reports year 7after year, the Grants
Commission has commended the State Gov-
ernmnent for the financial rectitude of its
accounts, even going to the extent of com-
paring us favourably with other States in
that regard. We -would have been able to
do much better financially had the Mitchell
Glovernment not incurred a revenue deficit
of £4,000,000 from 1930 to 1933.

Eon. N. Keenan: What choice had they?
Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: We would have

been able to do much better if that Gov-
ernment had not imposed on successive
Governments the responsibility of finding
£200,000 every year for interest and sink-
ing fund on that deficit of £4,000,000.

Mr. Mann- Why not blame the Scullin
Government at the same time? Why put
the onus on the Mitchell Government?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: I am dealing
with the charge that the finances of the
State are false and a sham, and I am say-
ing they are not and thjat a very much
better financial showing could have been
made had it not been for the £200,000 the
taxpayers have had to make up since the
timie of the Mitchell Government by way of
interest incurred on the deficit of £4,000,000
during those three years.

Mr. Mann: Hadl it any control over the
matter?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I did not say
the figures of that Government were false
and a sham. In my public utterances I made
all allowances for the tremend6 us difficulties
with which it was faced. I did not make
critical references to what that Government
did, but gave it credit for having had to
face a series of unprecedented difficulties.
All the thanks that one gets is that when
one rectifics the wrongs that have been done
one is told that the figures are false and a
sham; hut of course they are not.

The Minister for Works: Those words
were very ill-chosen.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK; The member foi
Nedlauds is a very responsible man and I
have always taken him seriously. I never
treat hini with levity or ridicule in any shape
or form. He has a brilliant record as a
member of this House and has done wonder-
ful work for the State. Whatever he says
or whatever ac~tion hie takes I am prepared
to regard seriously. When I find him speak-
ing- in a veryv serious tone and making the
criticism that the fig-ures of the State's
finances are false and a sham, 1 feel it
necessary to take the first opportunity to
correct hini; and I have done so. Since that
Government wvent out of office, it can be
said that although we did not entirely over.
take the amount of money necessary to puit
our rollingstoek and permanent way into
)poper repair, we were very busy paving

amiounts hack into the land purchase account,
which had been taken into revenue by the
MINitchell Government under the ngricultural
land purchase scheme.

W~e have paid all that money back-amid
the advances. under the Land Purchases Act
amounted to several hundred thousand
Pounds. WeP are now in aP proper position
to meet all the liabitilics that occurred.
Avondale, which is in the hon, inember's
district, was bought under those conditions.

Some of the money has been paid off bud
the money has been provided out of succes.
sive years' revenue by Labour Gove'rnm eats
The hon. member pointed out that prior Uc
1930 a tremendous amount of loan mnoney
was spent, namely, £4,600,000 in 1928-29.
Unfortunately, the Government of which hc
was a membher could not borrow any money.

lion. N. K~eenan: Why do you say "un.
fortunately"'!

Hon. J1. C. WILLOOCK: It had to tind
its funds out of revenue because it could not
horrow. The people, of the State had to be
subjected to the most miserable conditions,
of subsistence. I am not attaching any blamec
to the Government of that day. It did thc
best it could do in the circumstances.

Hon. N. Keenan: The conditions were bad,
but that Government was the best in Aus-
tralia at that time.

Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: I do not say
the conditions were not bad. They were very
bad. I used the word "unfortunately" be-
'muse of the fact that the Government of
that day could not borrow any money to
make conditions better. It was absoluttely
unable to obtain any. I know the Govern-
menit made an effort to borrow money, but
the British loan market was closed to Aus-
tralia and the Australian loan market could
not provide any. The Government, therefore,
could not do other than manage on the verY
meagre financvial resources that it had avail-
able at that time. I will say this, that Governi-
inmits since have not reached a lonmi expenL-
diture of between £4,000,000 and £5,000,000
in one year. I also point out that the Gov-
ement to which I have been referring did
niot increase taxation, although it should have
done so, but the Government which succeeded
it did so.

[Mr. itodoreda took He Chair.]

Mr. Mlann: What chance was there of get-
ting any increase throuigh then?

Lon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I am g iving
facts. The Government which succeeded that
to which I have been refer-ring- (lid increase
taxation four or five-fold, and the, money war
spent on the development of the country.
Tha t later Uovermunt held its own ini re-
gard to its annual conmmitmnent., out of the
proper source of money, namely, revenue.
The income taxation, which was £300,090 or
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£C400,000 a year, in the times of which I a12
speaking, rose to £2,000,000 in the later
period.

Hon. N. Keenan: Do you know who re-
duced taxation?

Ron. J. C. WILLCOCK: I know that
the Collier Government reduced the income
4ax. I give the mnember for Nedlands due
credit for preparing the case for a grant
from the Common-wealth Government at the
time when the State put him in charge of
that case. I always give him credit when
it is due and desire to be fair to him. He
put up such a good case on that occasion
and did it in such a way that sufficient
money was granted to the State to enable
the Treasurer to reduce taxation. As a
result of his efforts before the Grants Com-
mission, together with the efforts of the
Treasurer of the day, the Government was
relieved of a considerable amount of liabil-
ity in connection with taxation. I know
the facts of the position. The member for
Nedlanda will agree that I have been fair
in my criticism and given credit where it
is due. I have always apportioned the
blame where it was due. I agree that so
far as loan expenditure is concerned there
are many things done that should be done
cut of revenue and not out of loan. We
do not get any direct revenue from our
schools, although we get a benefit indirectly
from the eduettion given to the children
and from the general rise in the standard of
education of the people. From the financial
point of view, schools should not be built
out of loan but should be paid for out of
revenue. We cannot, however, do that.

Hospitals, too, should be built out
of revenue, In the 'main, they are
non-paying, and the Government receives
no revenue from them to any great
extent. All things that are required
for the social benefit of the people
should, in fact, be paid for out of revenue.
In the days of the future when we have a
financial millennium, no doubt all these
things will be done out of revenue. It is
neither wise nor right for a country like
this, which is in a state of development and
has less than half a million people in it, to
attempt to build schools and hospitals and
provide social amenities and necessities, such
as are required for the people at this time,
out of loan funds. We should say, "We will
share with ensuing generations of people

some of the cost of providing schools and
hospitals whilst doing our best, as 'we have
always done, to pay our share to the sinking
fund which will enable this debt to be wiped
out in a period of about 40 years." We are
doing our share although we are not doing
what would be the proper thing, from the
financial aspect, namely, paying for every-
thing which is non-revenue returning from
that point of view out of revenue.

As things are, we have to do many things
that are paid for out of loan. I would he
gl1ad if the financial position of the State
were such that we could provide many new
schools and hospitals and other things that
arc necessary to the community. We are,
however, doing a great deal. One thing
should be emphasised all Ihe time in regard
to the financial position and that is that no
matter what may he said about surpluses
being false and shams, in the last four or
five years the State has reduced its indebted-
ness. When any business which has been
working, on an overdraft and has been bor-
rowving additional capital from year to year
in order to carry on, renches the stage when
it no longer requires to borrow and when
it can actually repay more money than it
has borrowed, it can be said to have made a
substantial achievement which should not be
stigmatised by any deprecatory words.
That is what the Government has dlone in
the last few year.; and yet its surpluses have
been designated as false and a sham. There
arc one or twvo other mnatters upon which I
wonuld like to speak. I see that in connec-
tion with the development of mining and
mineral resources not a great deal of money
is available.

It is generally agreed that the production
of coal is something that is of tremendous
economic importance to every country in the
world where it is obtainable. I hope that
the mdoney which was provided for the
development of coal resources in the north-
ern areas will continue to be provided while
there is any hope-I think there is more
than a reasonable hope--of suecessfuffy 'ex-
ploiting the deposits, From the standpoint
of railway administration alone the open-
ing up of good coal deposits would save
about £1 per ton in freight on the carriage
of Collie coal if the commodityv can be ob-
tained in the northern areas where, I under-
stand, there actually is a coal seem. The
Mines Department has been endeavouring
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to prospect the area so that we should soon
know where we are in that regard. There
is Riot much money on the Estimates today
with which to carry out investigations. I
hope that if necessary the vote will be ex-
ceeded so that this very vital work can be
carried on to a successful conclusion.

The other matter to which I wish to refer
is hospitals. There is a very great hospital
conscience being developed in Western Aus-
tralia. Prior to the conclusion of the war,
about two years ago, the Government set up
a commnittee known as the Regional Hos-
pital Committee, comprising three medical
men, the Under Secretary for Health , and the
Assi stant Under Secretary for Health, with
the Minister for Health as chairman. The
Under Treasurer and two or three other
highly important individuals were also mem-
bers of the committee. We thought that
perhaps by the time peace came about the
Regional Hospital Committee would be pos-
sessed of a complete survey of the require-
ments of the State from every standpoint,
and would have reached the stage of being
able to put forward the result of its delib-
erations as well as a plan to indicate where
hospitals were to be erected in various key
centres, and that the requisite money would
have been provided for the purpose.

The Regional Hospital Committee has not
yet made its report, and I urge upon the
Government that it should be asked
to expedite the delivery of that
document so that the people of
the State might knowv where and
of what type hospitals were going to be es-
tablished. I know the committee has been
busy' and has taken many preliminary steps.
In BunburY, land has been resumed for hos-
pital purposes as well as in Albany and
Oeraldton, and land in) other places is being
made available and the work is being pro-
ceeded with. This job will, when tackled
properly, v cost somewhere between £2,000,000
and £3,000,000. As a preliminary to the
committee's getting out that plan, a very
distinguishid Army medical officer, Colonel
Le Souef, was commissioned by the Govern-
ment to visit various European countries
and America so that the benefits of his ad.-
vice mary on his return be given to the Prin-
cipal Architect coneerning the most modern
methods applied to hospital accommodation
and equipment with a view to the committee

being possessed of the most up-to-date in-
formuation when it makes a start.

There is not much money on the Esti-
mates for the building of regional hospitals.
I notice that the expenditure last year, a
war year, was £40,000, and that a sum of
£180,000 is on the Estimdftes this year. I
hope that if a start can be made on the
erection of any of these regional hospitals,
their priority will be decided as soon as
possible, and that the vote of £180,000 will
be considerably exceeded if the men and the
materials--these have been our bugbear in
the past-are made available.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.58]: We
have had a good speech from the member
for Nedlands, and I only rose to make a
special request of the Premier with regard
to the "Hransard" staff. Had it not been
for the war, there would have been a strong
request from this Chamber, as there was
even before the war, for the completion of
Parliament House itself. That would
have been made, !couple&f with the request
for an improvement in the housing accom-
modation of the "Hansard" staff. Of course,
with so much to ho done with regard to
housing for the people, no-one could ask
for the completion of Parliament House
at this stage. *Much, however, can be done
to set an example in this 'State to those
who work in their various callings. It
could he arranged by Tuesday next that the
eight rooms comprising the "Hansardl"
quarters were equipped with small portable
air-conditioning plants. I think these are
obtainable in the city. The temperature in
the roams in question rises to about 100
degrees in the afternoon and the conditions
are not fair to those concerned. We have
postponed this matter for years because of
the war and I 'now urge that an effort-be
madle in this direction before Tuesday next,
and that whoever is the right officer be in-
structed to obtain in the city the necessary
number of air-conditioning plants so that
they may be placel-In the rooms; to which
I have referred. I should like to see this
done so that the most important part of
Parliament, the "Hanisard" staff, can be en-
abled to do its ivork in comparative corn-
fort and with results that will be beneficial
to the work performed as welt as to the
operators.
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The Minister for Lands: Where are those
portable plants available?

Mr. NORTH: In the city. If I mentioned
names, I might be giving a free advertise-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Do you know
the name of any* place that keeps them?

Mr. NORTH: I know that Harris, Searfe
&San dovers have air-eonditioning plants,

because I have seen them. They look like
small boxes and by their use it is possible
to bring the temperature of a room down
to about 60 degrees.

The Minister for Lan~a: I paid twenty-
one guineas for an air-conditioning plant
and would not give 2s. for it today.

Mr. NORTHS: I am not referring to that
kind, The correct plant must be
supplied. Our officers are experts and
can readily find out what is desired.
I also wish to ask the Premier if he will
make a statement to the people of Western
Australia on a very important subject,
although it Inay be a little above the heads
of the ordinary city people, at any rate.
He dealt with the subject in a big speech
he delivered this session upon the subject
of soil erosion. the question in the minds
of many people in my district is .whether
Australia as a whole is able to deal with
the complete problem of soil erosion and
waster it without outside help from, say,
the United States of America, where' ex-
perience has been gained in this matter
over many years. Appreciating the Premi-
er's full knowledge, as a result of his' vari-
ous activities on Royal Commissions and in
other directions, of the difficulty confront-
ing Australia today, I am wondering
whether he could tell the ordinary electors
of Australia what has been, and will he,
done in regard to the great problem of soil
erosion and whether. without outside as-
sistunee, wve can overcome the great diffi-
culties associated with that problem.

It is no use our going about the city or
preparing to enjoy our Christmas and so
on, unless we are sure that the position will
be solved and that Australia is able to
tackle it. People would like to know
something more than the Premier told them
in his earlier speech and particularly about
the position of Western Australia. Certain-
ly it appears to be a bigger problem in the
Eastern States than it is for us. We shall
he in a rather false position if we think

we have merely to put our own house in
order and at the same time the bigger part
of Australia, where there is an overwhelm-
ing preponderance of the population, is
faced practically with irretrievable
disaster or, at any rate, with a problem
that is too big for our small population of
several millions to put right. I urge the
Premier, when the opportunity arises, tq
make a statement on this great problem
and so enable the people of Australia to
become awvare of the position and to know,
from his point of view, whether it is re-
ceiving proper attention today and that
remedies, which are available, are being
applied.

R. MANN (Beverley) [6.3]: 1 rise to
discuss the Loan Estimates in view of the
statements that have been made by the
member for Geraldton.

The Mfinifter for Works: Have YOU your
water wings on?

Mr. MANN: Certainly Dot! What does
the Minister mean?

The Minister for Works: You are get-
ting into deep water.

Mr. MANN: I do not know that that
is so.

The Mtinister for Mines: You. political
hack, standing there and talking in that
way!

Mir. MANN: The Minister ought to talk
about political hacks. He has been one
for-years past. He has little reason to
talk.

Several members interjeetea.
The CHAIR MAR: Order I
Mr. MANN: The Minister is under oath

to carry out his job properly and it is un-
becoming of himi to talk like that. I have
a perfect right to speak as I think tit and
not to be spoken to like that by a Mfin-
ister of the Crown.

Mr. MeLarty: Stick it in to him!
M.%r. 'MANN: I recollect the part played

by the Labour Party when sitting in Op-
position and members of the present Op-
position were in charge of the Treasury
bench. What did Labour members ever
do then to promote the intcrests of this
country. Not one thing! Every effort that
was made to do something decent in the
interests of the country was opposed by
the Labour Party and attempts were made
to block progress. I am reminded of the
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member for diraldton's remarks about the
depression years. I can visualise the scene
on the floor of the House when an anti-
Labour Government, which the member for
Nedlands was associated with was in
power, and I remember what treatment
was meted out to it. No legislation that was
brought down in the interests of the coun-
try was ever dealt with other than unfav-
curably by the Labour crowd. Any legis-
lation that was brought down, such as
they have talked about, was forced uivon
the State by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Scullin was the Prime Minister at
that time.

The Minister for Lands: It started a
long way from Australia.

Mr. MANN: Forced by the Common-
wealth Government, this State had to
adopt the Niemeyer Plan. At that time
Scullin was the Prime Minister.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Scullin
please!

Mr. MANN: That is so; I apologis Mr.
Scullin was the head of the Labour Gov-
ernment at the time and the plan was
foisted upon the States owing to the cri-
tical financial position. Nothing could be
done about it. Circumstances forced this
State to accept the conditions, and all be-
cause of the plan-

The Minister for Lands: By a chap with
the German name.

Mr. MANN: -the Government, of which
the member for Nedlands was a member,
had to accept the situation and endeavoured
to do its best for the State.

The Minister for Lands: We have always
said that.

Mr. MANN: But today the position is
changed. What help was received from the
Labour Party when its members were sit-
ting in Opposition? When an effort was
made to help the country, all that they in-
dulged in was sneering-just sneering criti-
cism from start to finish.

The Minister for Lands: Not at all.

Mr. MANN: There are members in the
House now who were here at that time, and
they know what the position was. Today
we are faced with the prospect of as great
a debacle as we were at the time of the
depression. As the war progressed, the
Federal Labour Government showed that
it was not capable of handling the post-war

problems, just as the Labour Governmeni
proved itself incapable during the depres.
sion years.

The Minister for Lands: Well, we wor
the war.

Mr. MANN: And so I ask the Govern
ment today whether it can lay claim to an3
public work that has been instituted as thi
result of which any advance has been mad(
in this State. I claim that the last mat
who was associated with this House anc
made any outstanding move in the interest
of Western Australia, was the present Lieut,
Governor, Sir James Mitchell. He launched
at the end of the 1914-18 war, his land set
tiement scheme, which resulted in the dev
elopment of the wheat belt and the south
western areas.

The Minister for Lands: And cost thi
State £C6,000,000.

Air. MANN: What advance has the Stat,
wpde since then? I challenge members ot
the Government side of the House to in
stance anything done by the Labour Gov
erment as a result of which Western Aug
tralia has made any advance. They canno
point to one. I challenge any member op
posite to deny it.

The Minister for Works: You could no
have beard of somethings.

Mr. MANN: Probably the Minister fo
Works may have in mind the South Aus
tralian Government, but I was speakinj
about this State.

The Minister for Works: Have you eve
heard of the goldmining industry?

Mr. MANN: Whatever advance the gold
mining industry made was due to the in
creased price of gold and not to anytbin
that a Labour Government did. It was th
economic position and the depression the
advanced the price of gold. Certainly
was not obtained by any activities on th
part of members opposite.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Are you aware the
there are now about 25,000 more peep!
engaged in secondary industries than at th
time you speak of?

Mr. MANN : it is all very well for tt
member for Geraldton to raise that point.

Mr. Doney: And in any case most of thoE
were taken from the rural industry.

Mr. MANN: That is so. As a matterc
fact, the only great move in this State fc
many years past was that which Sir Jom(
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Mitchell launched. Let us east our minds
back to the depression period when the
States followed the Commonwealth scheme
on the Niemeyer plan to reduce -wages.

Mr. Smith interjected.

Mr. MANN: What knowledge has the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe of it?
There are some members in this Chamber
today who are very glib about how various
things should be done, but they have not the
courage to face the issues.

Mr. Smith: I think we swallowed that
plan and got indigestion. Do you agree
with that?

Mr. MANN: I think that is not far out.
All through the cry has been, "Work for
all."

The M1inister for Lands: Who said that,
first?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I The member
for Beverley must address the Chair and pay
no attention to interjeetions.

Mr. MANN: When we, on this side of tbe
House, sat on the aovernment side, Labour
did nothing to help. Labour has not ad-
vanced Australia one iota and the position
that Labour now has to face is not a happy
one. The country had recovered a little
after the depression, and then the war come.
Where does Labour stand today in relation
to advancement? Is there any sign of an
advance in this State or in Australia as a
whole? Today Australia is in the most
pitiful condition it has ever been in. Aua-
tralia is already up for £350,000,000 of in-
flationary issnes. We have a note issue of
£170,000,000, of which £60,000,000 is in cir-
culation, and so we have a difference in the
national credit now of £500,000,000. Where
is the new Treasurer of this State going to
find this moneyV?

The Mfinistecr for Lands: Do not look at
me!

Mr. MANN: He will find it by three
means, taxation, loans and ni. tional credit.
We are fast heading towards inflation, and
if the present Minister for Railways. was
Treasurer of Western Australia we would,
'no doubt, by his unique methods of finance,
float our loans in mid-air.

MAr. Thorn: He would get the money out
of a sausage machine.

Mr. M1ANN: Of course he would, but
when a man accepts the responsibility of a
Minister of the Crown and Treasurer he
cannot do that. I cannot see the Premier
accepting Douglas Credit ideas for floating
loans. He is subservient to the Common-
wealth Treasurer. He cannot tax and he
cannot iniflate. He may smile but he will
find his real position in another six or 12
months, aiid be will then be near to shed-
ding tears, because he is an honest man who
wishes to help his State. Now that the war
is over-

The Minister for Lands: Who said it was
over?

Mr. MANNil: Last' week I spent an inter-
t'sting hour watching returned soldiers be-
ing interviewed as to repatriation amid re-
habilitation. I watched them coinn InI
and inquiring about rehabilitation. One of
the officials asked me what I woknted, and I
.said I wanted a job. He handed me a list
of jobs, jobs open for returned men at pres-
ent.' There were jobs vacant for 10 tailors
or tailors' assistants, 50 hoggers for the
iics, 54 for clearing work on group settle-

mieats, three or four french polishers and
one or two for helping in photographic
studios. Not one job is available in house
building, carpentry, timber felling or brick-
making. Men are being discharged today,
with no chance of getting a job-

Mr. J. Hegney: That is not right.

.Mr. MANN: It is right. I have been
here and have seen the Jobs available to the

returned mna, and I defy the member for
Middle Swan to disprove what I have said.
I am only concerned with the rehabilitation
of non eonming back from the wvar,

Mr. Thorn:. And this after all the glow-
ing reports that 'we have seen on. paper
about what was to be done for them,

Siiting suspended from 6.1i to 7.30 p.mn

Mr. MANN: I was referring to the posi-
lion oC the men who have been dischairged
from time Services. I stated that I had seen
n list of the wvork available for them. I un-
derstand that 25 per cent. of the returned
mien are unemployed and 1 am told that
fiere will be 131,000 unemployed in this state

by, the hegiuning pf the New Year.
The Premier: Where did. you get your

figures?
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Mr. MANN: I will not say. I am not
trying to lput up an unfair case.

The Premier: You must have something
valid on which to base that statement.

Mfr. MANN: That is the information I
have. In the list of occupations that I
quoted before tea, there was not an opening,
for a faller, sawmiller, brickmaker, plumber
or builder. .Today we are putting men who
have been in the Services for four or five
years on to pick and shovel jobs or at work
in the quarries. Any member may go down
to King-street and see there the list thatI
saw last Wednesday.

Mr. Holman: What about sawmilling?

Mr. MANN: There was no request for
men for that work. I say that there is
plenty of the work in the State and in the
whole of Australia, but the trouble is that
the key men are not being released from the
Services. I approached one of the officials
at King-Street and was informed that they
had no control over the mil in the Forces.
That is a matter for the Military Authori-
ties. So the whole trouble is that key men
are not being released who could start the
wvork going for ordinary men. The returned
mea oire getting very determined and some
of their talk is very ugly. These men at
p~resent are living on their deferred pay, and
T say iii all sincerity that, before the first
month of the Newv Year has gone, we shall
have these men staging demonstrations in
Perth. I ami not concerned from the, point
of view of the Government.

Mr. Cross: You are telling the Committee
only half the truth.

Mr. MANN: That is a despicable remark.
Mrv. Cross: It is not.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The meniber

for Beverley will disregard interjections,
Mr. M1ANN: I say it is a despicable re-

mark. If the member for Canning would go
down to King-street, he could see the list,
but he is not gaime to do so.

2fe. Cross: Do not worry about that.
Mr. M ANNX: The hon. member is too

well-known clown there for his touting.

Mr. Cross: Where9
Mr. MANN: Down at King-street, where

these returned men are to be seen. If the
hon. memnber is prepared to go down next
Tuesday I wvill accompany him and he will
haove all opportunity to talk to the service-
men and find out the position for himself.

Mr. Thorn: He will not go.

Mr. MANN: Will the hon. member go
down next Tuesday and talk to the service-
men? I will go down quickly enough with
him and prove that I am not telling a lie.

Mr. Cross interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member

for Canning must keep order.
Mr. MANN: As a soldier from the first

world war, I feel concerned for these then.
For five years they have been in the Ser-
vices and have been told of the marvellous
scheme of rehabilitation that the Common-
wealth would have for them.

Mr. Thorn: All on paper.
Mr. MANN: According to the propa-

ganda in the Forces, the men were to come
back to a marvellous world, and they have
no hope of getting it. The Commonwealth
cannot fulfil its promises. The Minister
for Lands may smile.

The Minister for Lands: Has he never
been known to smile before?

Mr. MANN: His smile at present might
not be one of pleasure. Members must
realise that these men are returning from
the war with a peculiar mentality.

The Minister, for Lands: You have not
got over yours from the other war yet.

Mr. MANN: The men from the other
war accepted the position, but the service-
men today will not. I make this public
statement that within six months we shall
see turmoil here.

Honl. J. C. Willeock: There is plenty of
work here.

'Mr. MANN: Where is the work? What
chance is there of men getting wvork when
there, is none available for them?

Hon. J. C. Willcock: What about the
points plan?

Mir. MANN: I understand that it can.
not he carried out. One firm has 35 men
eligible for discharge on the Points plan,
but cannot get them released. A Perth
tailor, wvho wvas making £2,000 a year be-
fore the wvar, said that if lie could get his
dischargii, hie could make sixc suits a week.
He is in the Air Force ground staff, and
he told me that for the last six months all
he has been, doing is drinking- beer and
gamlbling. How can we provide work un-
less we have key men for timber-mills,
briek-works, tile-works and other indus-
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triesi If any member goes down to King-
street, he can see these unfortunate men
looking for work, and there is no work for
them.

Mr. Berry: Advertisements for men even
appeared in the newspaper.

Mr. MANN: Yes. The responsibility is
not ours.

I'ur. Thorn: Dedman has been invited to
come here. I wonder whether he will come.

Mr. MANN: In my opinion, the leading
,Communist of Australia is Dedman him-
self, and I make that statement publicly.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
making a public statement when you speak
in this Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The Minister for Lands: Order what you

like, but the hon. member is making a rot-
ten statement.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Beverley will resume his seat.

The Minister for Lands: A public state-
ment nder the privilege of Parliament I

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the Min-
ister *to set an example and show more
decorum and I ask the member for Bever-
lcy to discuss the Loan Estimates.

Mr. MANN: I apologise. I should like
to see Dedman come to this State.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
make that statement to him if he came
over.

Mry. MANN: I would do so.

The Minister for Lands: It is easy to
make such a statement under privilege.

Mr. MANN: I will make it.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not want the
bon. member to make any such statement
during this discussion. He must keep to
the Loan Estimates.

Mr. MANN: I hope he will come here
and not send Mr. Frost. I hope he will
come and discuss the whole question of re-
habilitation. The position is undoubtedly
serious. I am not raising any bogey; I
am speaking in all sincerity. I can see what
is likely to happen. My sympathy is with
the Premier. The Government has a hard
row to hoe. I am not casting any asper-
sions on Ministers who have a very hard
job before them, but I believe there is not
a member of the Cabinet listening to my
remarks who can feel entirely satisfied

with the present post-war position. My
attitude is one of sympathy, not criticism.

The Minister for Lands: We do not want
your sympathy or your help, if that is of
any use to you.

Mr. Thorn: You do not want help,
either!

The Minister for Lands: Not from a man
who makes a statement like that.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members
must refrain from interjecting.

Mr. MANN: I claim that in this Chamber
members have a right to speak their minds.
Fifteen years ago a change occurred in this
Chamber and we were sitting on the other
side of the House, and all the time we were
there we did not have a momuent's peace;
members of the then Opposition indulged
in criticism constantly. During the war
years this party has not indulged in any
hostile criticism of the Government.

The Minister for Lands: Who said you
had?

Mr. MANN: I make a statement and the
Minister for Lands flares up. He knows
what happened when he was sitting on this
side of the House, but let us get back to
the financial position of Australia. We are
indeed facing a dire position; already there
is inflation to the extent of £8350,000,000.
Our petrol supplies depend purely Upon
dollar exchange. I will tell the Committee
why Mr. Chifley will not agree to increase
nurses' wages or the wages of others. He is
afraid of still greater inflation. This country
is going to the bad as fast as it can. Who is
finding the finance and the loans to-day
but the banks and insurance firms? It is
said that. a man who took out an insurance
policy ten years ago will, in five years'
time, have to accept for it a Commonwealth
bond, and the time will come when the Comn-
monwealth bond will not be negotiable in
Australia.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Oh no! You arm
getting subversive now.

Mr. MANN: If I am wrong then why
the war loans and why the taxation? Why
not use the printing press? There are three
avenues of finance open to Australia to-
day: Loans, taxation, and national credit.
Why did the Prime Minister make the ap-
peal he did for subscribers to the last war
loan? There is nothing more definite than
that inflation has eome.
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: You are pessimis-
tic. Yon are worse than you were in the
middle of the war.

Mr. MANN: We are facing a worse time
to-day; the only :thing Australia knew
about the war was when we sent our sons
and our daughters outside Australia. Did
Australia realise there was a war on?

The Premier: A lot of people did.

Mr. MANN: The multitude did not.
Some do not care a damn about the wvar.
Members wonder why a man is pessimistic.
Is the outlook bright?

The Minister for Works: It was until
you spoke.

The Minister for Lands: Do not talk so
loud. I am sleepy.

Mr. MANN: I am sur6 every member of
this Committee admires and respects the
trade union movement in Australia. That
is not camouflage or nonsense. We admire
the policy of the trade unions; because in
the past men-were the slaves of capitalists,
and were justified in organising so as to
improve their conditions. But what has hap-
pened to-day? We have in our midst the
despicable enemy, communism, creeping into
the Labour movement. How long is all this
industrial trouble to continue? We are not
so much concerned about the smashing
of the Labour Party; but we are concerned
about the sufferings inflicted on Australia.
What wvill be the position if this industrial
turmoil continues for two or three years?
If the Prime Minister attempts to stop a
strike, the communistic element will creep
in. We hear about the solidarity of the
Labour Party. Why should we not sub-
mer-ge pat-ties and together fight this foei
that is out to destroy Australia7 We are
at the crossroads, and I repeat that we
should combine forces to fight the enemy
which is slowly but surely destroying the
land of our birth. I do not intend to
touch on the depression period; but I Te-
m~mber when, as a young member, during
my first three years in Parliament, sitting
on the opposite side of the House-

Mr. Cross: You made a holy mess of it,
too.

Mr. MANN: Well, well, well! I am sad
when I think of the mentality and the ideas
of the member for Canning.

The CHAIRMAN: Leave the member for
Canning out of the discussion. Will the
hon. member confine himself to the Loan
Estimates!

Mr. MANN: I trust the member for
Canning will not interject; if he does, he
wvill get it back very definitely. At the
time of which I speak my party was in
power, and Mr. Scullin was in power in
the Federal. sphere. The Commonwealth
Parliament was forced to carry out the
instructions of Sir Otto Neimneyer. Had
my friend been in the House at the time,
he also would have bent the knee and com-
plied with those instructions.

Mr. Cross: Do not judge me by your-
self!1

Mr. MANN: Judge the hon. member!
He is not worth judging!

Mr. Thorn: His turn will come. He has
to bring along his sanitation Bill.

Mr. MANN: As a West Australian of
the fourth generation and a man with a
family, I am not altogether happy about
the position which faces us. Money is re-
quired for our railways and for public
buildings. I had occasion to, visit the
police offices to interview a detective on
Wednesday regarding sheep-stealing. The
police quarters are pathetic. Seven detec-
tives were jammed in one room, where a
lady was trying to interview one of them.
There was no privacy in the lobby. The
whole ploewis congested. Yet we ask for
law and order. I pay a tribute to the
Police Force; the conditions under which
they work are deplorable and should cer-
tainly he bettered. .If the depression
comes, who but the Police Force will control
the turmoil and keep law and order.
The Police Department has had 65 re-
signations,' but they cannot be accepted be-
cause of the manpower regulations.

Mr. Thorn: There were a few more re-
signations this week.

Mr. MANN: The police will have to deal
with the turmoil, as I said. During the
depression years I saw the unemployed
lined up from the Esplanade to Barrack-
street and they were being kept in order
by the Police. Please do not think that I
am taking a pessimistic view in the fes-
tive season.

The Minister for Works: It is calamnity
howling for the most part.
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: Prophecy!

MAr. MANN: Prophecy is sometimes
true.

The Minister for Works: If you indulge
in enough calamity howling, one or. two
things will conmc true.

Mr. MANN: This. is no publicity stunt
on my part. I am concerned about the
turmoil and trouble that -will arise.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
you can help it.

Mr. MANN: The present income taxation
is sucking the lifeblood out of all ot us.
Everyone is suffering from its severity,
the lumper, the coalininer, the farmer, the
business man and the politician. Let this
not be a wail at the festive season, but
I forecast that the other States-not this
State so uich-will in five or six monthis
be in a state bf turmoil and strife. our
men who are returning from the war are
looking forward to this festive season in
Australia, but I think it will be the black-
est season for many years to come.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [7.49]: 1 would.
not have risen but for tb e amazing oration
by the wizard from Beverley.

Mr. Thorn: We are not going to have a
duplicate of it.

Mr. CROSS: I thought that the Premier,
w~hen introducing the Estimates, showed a
masterly handling of the loan position. He
showed he had a full grasp of the position
as it is,. The wizard from Beverley referred
to the time when he sat behind the Cabinet
and loan money was being spent. I remem-
ber that, too. I remember the time when
men were sent into the streets to chop grass,
which grew 1up again after the next shower.

Mr. Mann: And your Government to]-
Rowed the same line.

Mr. CROSS: At the same time, onions
were being imported from Egypt and sold
to the people at 6d- and 7d. a pound- In
those days men were receiving £1 a week to
live on, and were getting kicked out of their
houses. The member for Beverley also
spoke about the position of the returned
men. He was present when men came back
from the last war-but this war lasted
longer than that one-and he knows the dis-
turbed state of mind of the men; yet he
comes and tells this Chamber half-truths.

He says that men are walking the streets
and spending their deferred pay. If the
hon. member knows anything, he knows they
receive subsistence pay until they get an-
other job. Men are being released at the
rate of 1,700 a week, but it is impossible to
transplant them from war conditions into
jobs immediately.

I have talked to quite a number who have
been through Greece, Syria, Crete, the Mfid-
dle East and Malaya. Some of them have
gone back into jobs. They say that quite
a number have come back in a disturbed state
of mind and must be given time to settle
down, and some do not want to settle down
for a little while. They want a complete
rest and a chance to forget the environment
in which they have lived during the last few
years and the hardships they have suffered.
I was talking, to Roy Clayton and Ron. Kor-
bosky, and they both said that after Christ-
mas it would be found that a lot of the men
who have turned down jobs will take thee.
Before the war, Clayton's employer gave
another man £5 a week and when he came
back he offered him £7 10s., but he wanted
a better job. These men are not living on
deferred pay, but arc paid subsistence
money. Pour of them from Point Walter
camne to see me. They are waiting to be
discharged but will not be discharged until
they have jobs to go to. It is all very well
for the member for Beverley to tell us half-
truths. What he said was not true.

Mr. Mann: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairmen. I object to the memnber for Can-
ninig saying I am a liar.

Mr. CROSS: I did not say so.

Air. Mann: The member for Canning said
so by insinuation. I have challenged him
to disprove my statement.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of
order?

Mr. Mann: The member for Canning says
I am not telling the truth. I object to
that. I have challenged him to come with
me and see the file. I amn not given to
telling lies.

Mir. CROSS: I do not want to offend
the hon. member; but it is no use his tell-
ing as half-truths. In his over-enthusiasm,
he only told half the story; and everybody
on this side and on that side of the Chamber
knows it. There is nobody more sympathetic
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to returned men than is the Labour Govern-
went, and it is determined to see that there
is no recurrence of the 1933 conditions. I
am sure that there will be co-operation with
the Government from the other side of the
Chamber. Certainly we shall do everything
possible to get men back into industry. The
bon, member loses sight of another point:
that quite of lot of training facilities for
returned men have been held up until after
Christmas. A number of men in my dis-
Stict will go into training to enter new
industries early in January. They have
had to wait for their training, and some
of them have gone into other industries
temporarily, awaiting the time when they
can begin their courses. If the hon. mem-
ber does not know that-

Mr. Thorn: They can only train two at
a time.

Mr. CROSS: That is all that would be
trained if the bon. member were the trainer,
but he is not. They will be able to train
o Jot more than that. I anticipate that
many men will go back into jobs and settle
down nicely. We have to understand that
the first thing that men, who have lived
through what these men have lived through
and put up with what they have had to
endure, desire is a& Complete rest. They
should have three months absolutely free
leave to do what they like, and even be
paid for it!

The only thing I regret about these Esti-
mnates is that there is no provision for the
purchase of a fast ship to run to northern
waters as far as Shark Bay with a view
to obtaining at fresh supply of fish for
the metropolitan area. -During the wvar,
-submarine-chasers were developed which
travelled 40 knots an hour; and I think such
a boat, capable of carrying 30 tons of fish,
could1 be sent to the north to bring down
a supply of fresh fish. In spite of the
fact that our northern Waters are teeming
with fish, we in the metropolitan area have
at pretty raw deal. The provision of a fast
boat to travel to Carnarvon and Shark Bay
would be a great help, and some of our
men could be employed on a few trawlers
securing the fish, instead of the industry be-
ing handled all the time by foreigners. I
aipprove of the Estimates and of the way
in which the Premier introduced them. I
bave faith that when the time comes for
us to meet the difficulties ahead, we on this

side of the Chamber will meet them just a!
ably as anybody else could do.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Mars~hall) [7.57]:
do not propose to allow what has been saib
regarding the position of returned men tc
pass without making some statement in con
nection, with it, in ease members shouh
get a false idea.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope what the hon
member has to say will be linked with the
Loan Estimates.

Mr. LESLIE: It inevitably must be, be.
cause the Loan Estimates include for the
approval of this Chamber propositions foi
expenditure on developmental and othei
work which vitally concerns the men wh(
are at present out of employment and the
men to he employed on these works or other.
wise, I want to make it elegr that there
is no condemnation by returning es-service.
men of the proposals in connection witi
post-war settlement. The spirit of unresi
that exists is due to this fact: About three
years agao, to my personal knowledge, while
I was in the Forces, we were told we ha
a Ministry of Post-War Reconstruction, ani
that Ministry, by way of brochure, pamph.
lets and publica tions in the Press, and b3
appointed lecturers in uniform attending
camp through the Army Education Scheme
told us what it was proposed to do wher
the war was over. In view of the faci
that as early us 1041 I listened to my firal
post-war reconstruction lecturer, I think ii
will he agreed that it was quite natural fox
aill ex-servicemen to assume that behind
those lectures and publications there waE
something more than mere talk.

Mr. Abbott: There was-n Federal elec-
tion!

Mr. LESLIE: I am not trying to deal
with this position politically. I am stating
facts.

Mr. Cross: Was not Mfenzics in power in
1941 ?

Mr. LESLIE: I am not concerned with
who was in powOr then. I am trying to
tell members what was happening at that
time and what is happening, today. Men
were told in 1941, 1942 and 1043, that there
was a Post-war Reconstruction Ministry and
a Director of Post-war Reconstruction. The
Government paid heed to every utterance
of this man in spite of the fact that it was
suggested that practical men were needed
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as well as theorists. The men anticipated,
as a result of what they were told, that pro-
per preparations were being made for them,
and that is the spirit in which they ap-
proach the discharge depot at Karrakatta.
I have been through that depot and I want
to say that the organisation and set-up there
in releasing men froin the Army leaves no
room for criticism. It is good, but even
there the men still receive the idea that,
when they get into civilian clothes and walk
out into civil life, they will get the advan-
tages of the post-war reconstruction benefits
that have been pictured to them for so many
years. When they run up against the ac-
tual position they are told, as an excuse
for not -receiving the jobs that they antici-
pated and not being absorbed into training
for a better position in the world than they
bad previously occupied, that the job of
post-war reconstruction is only six or seven
months old and that the war ended too soon!
There is a fault. For four years these moen
have been told these things and they arc not
prepared to accept the fact that the iyar
ended too soon as a reasonable excuse for
the absence of what was promised to them
for so many years.

Mr. Cross: The unexpected always hap-
pens.

Mr. LESLIE: It would he a very good
thing if something unexpected happened to
the member for Canning!I He alluded to a
transition ])eriod, and that is precisely what
the ox-servicemen are objecting to. If they
were told that there was to be a transition
period between the end of the war, and the
promised post-war paradise, they would be
prepared for the existing set of circuin-
stances, but mention of a transition period
did not appear in any of the material given
to themn to digest while they were in the
Armed Forces. Reference has been made
to the fact that we d0 not want to return to
the condition of affairs that existed after
the 1914-1S war and in the depression period
of1301

The. Minister for Lands: Things wore not
too bad after the, 1914-18 war for a year
or two.

Mr. LESLIE: I agree that they were bet-
ter than they are today for a short while,
and I speak from a youthful experience of
that time. We do not is-ant to return to
either of those periods;, particularly the

1930-33 one. I, like the member for
Beverley, sec a very gloomy outlook unless
something is done to relieve the position
more quickly than is being achieved by the
attempts wade today. Because of the
urgency position, in Western Australia par-
ticularly, requests have been made1 by the
combined Federal members representing
Western Australia, urging the Federal Min-
ister to visit this State to find out the condi-
tions that are causing such grievous eon-
corn to those who are in constant touch with
the position.

Representations have been made to the
departmental officers, who were respons-
ible for the grandiose post-war recon-
struction plans that were submitted to the
troops, to come here and see for themselves
the SfliOLIs dissatisfaction that exists among
the discharged men. The member for Can-
ning also referred to the fact that a bene-
ficent Government-at least he would have
us believe it is such-is providing these men,
who have no employment, with a generous,
subsistence allowance so that they are not
spending their deferred pay. If the hon.
member is satisfied that the subsistence al-
lowance, paid to these men awaiting employ-
mnent is sufficient for themn to live upon, I
challenge hint to sacrifice that portion of
his salary, as a member of this Chamber,
over and above the amount paid to these
mnik by waty of subsistence.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The niember
for Mt. Marshall must not pursue this sub-
ject too far. It has nothing to do with
the Loan Estimates whatever. The hon.
inem her has not touched on one matter of
State policy.

,Ur. LESLIE:. Very well! If these men
are to remain on this measure of subsistence
they will become a problem in con nection
with the Loan Estimates much quicker than
the Premier appeared to indicate when in-
(inducing- the Estimates, because I under-
stood h1imi to psay that most of the loan
money that was being provided for was in
miticipution of a probable lieriodl of 110Cm-

ploytinvnt.
TPhe Preii: That is not rigyht.

Mr. IjE-'SLIE: Those may not have been
the hon. wnem'swords, but that is the
construction I placed upon them.

The Premiier; You could not have been
listening.

2600
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Mr. LESLIE; I understand that the Gov-
ernment is preparing against the day when
there may be unemployment.

The Premier: That is quite distinct from
these Estimates.

Mr. LESLIE: That brings me to another
point. I do not see hoir, under the system
of finance operating in this State, the
necessary work for these men can be under-
taken except through Loan moneys.
Whether those works appear in these Esti-
mates or whether they are to be submitted
to members at a later period they will,
under oar present system of finance, be-
come part and parcel of our Loan Esti-
mates. So it resolves itself into a question
of time--as to how long these men are
prepared to continue on this pitiable sub-
sistence before making claims on the Gov-
ernment, in no uncertain manner, for some-
thing better. At present these men are
not living upon the subsistence but are add-
ing to that amount a considerable propor-
tion of their deferred pay. I challenge any
man to walk the streets unemployed and
find that he is not spending far more than
a decent income, and a great deal more
than this subsistence allowance. So the
Government might find itself in the posi-
tion of having to provide, speedily, unem-
ployed works to absorb. these men. Un-
fortunately, they will he works which
many of themn anticipated they would never
again see, and of a nature which cannot be
dlescribed except as unemployment relief.

I have made mention of the system of
Governmaent finance in connection with loan
moneys. Both the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Nedlands have
submitted a point of view with which I
largely agree. I endorse the view that the
time must come--if it is not here now-
when a complete overhaul of the system of
allocation of finance, as we know it in
this State, must be made. We are going to
be faced with a position where we will
hanve to review the charges made against
many developmental works undertaken in
the p~ast, works of a revenue producing
nature, but which could not meet the
charges on them, as well as works of a
non-revenue producing naiture. We can take
the alunite works at Campion, as an ex-
ample. There a considerable amount of
money has been spent, and I commend the
Olovernment for the work undertaken, be-
cause it carried out a job that I1 do not

think any wholly private enterprise wou]
have undertaken. That developmental wor
was a Government responsibility, and wi
tackled as such.

The system of operations there is uniqa
and when the work was undertaken it wi
impossible for anyone to foresee what ti
ultimate cost would he if success was ol
tamned. It could not be forecast any no
than could the scientists and other caper
tell us what the cost of the atomic boa
was going to be, when they started d
veloping it. In that alunite industry v~
have an asset that should be worth at lea
£100,000,000 to Western Atrstralia, but
we persist with the system of finance und,
which the development preceding the pr
duction stage is to be charged entire
against the plant, that plant will never pr
duce at a payable rate. A lot of the momi
that can he niarked ais expenditure on no
productive developmental -work will ha'
to be written off and the Government w
have to cease charging up to the aceou
of that industry-

Mir. Willrnott:- The interest will hiave
be paid just the same.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, but it will not be
charge against that industry. The ml
taka arose in the first place because t
original expenditure prior to the prods
Lion stage should have bcen p~rovided frc
ordinary revenue. If the money 'was n
available in ordinary revenue it should ha
been taken from loan f unds to allow t
work to be carried out. Once the succa
of the scheme had been established, fr(
then on the enterprise should have be
put on a working basis with the assets th
it had, and it could then have stood on
own feet. I do not think any indust
could stand on its own feet under the s
tem that was adopted in that instance. i
overhaul of the financial system in t)
State is necessary, and developmental wo
of that kind-will have to be charged agair
the ordinary revenue of the country,
that the whole country bears the co
Loan moneys will have to be eharg
against the works carried out-that
works of a non-productive nature for whi
ordinary revenue cannot be provido
There are eases where loan money can a
should be provided for revenue produci
v'entures when we know that they will
pay the charges to be made against the
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THE PREWREB (Hon. F. 3. S. Wise-
Onscoyne) [8.17]:- Two very interesting
speeches were delivered on the Loan Esti-
mates and, although T do not agree with
the unrealistic attitude associated with
some of the remarks, I think the Leader
of the Opposition and the member for Ned-
lands made two valuable contributions to
this debate. The unfortunate lapse, of the
member for Nedlands marred, in my view,
an excellent speech. I wish to make one
comment only on the point that was, in the
main, replied to by the member for Gerald-
ton. I say, frankly and definitely, that dur-
ing the war years, following the progressive
policy that the Treasurer of that day pur-
sued, many things were charged to revenue
in the way of small jobs, even down to
small jobs done to schools. Many works of
that nature were carried out. In addition,
during those war years there was nothing,
in the administration of the member for
Geraldton, taken into revenue which did not
properly belong to revenue. In following
that course I say that, during this year,
all things that can property he charged to
revenue will he charged to revenue.

The note of calamity sounded by one or
two members on the employment position
was such that, if followed, it would not
affect the position except prejudicially. In
every way whep presenting these Loan Esti-
mnates-as indeed in presenting the Budget
-1 tried to be a realist and to anticipate
the difficulties, hut at all times to stress the
necessity of facing up to those difficulties.
The Leader of the Opposition desired an
assurance that, though the restrictive nature
of these Estimates suggests that there can-
not be during this financial year an am-
bitious loan programme of spending, ex-
pfeiditure dependent upon material and
manpower will he made. He can have the
assurance that, up to the maximum of mnan-
power and material available to us, uot only
wvill the loan prog-rammne envisaged in these
Estimates be carried out, but every possible
endeavour will be.rnadc, if there be A neces-
sity for the use of materials and manpower,
to nse them soundly.

As to the future, major loan works will
he undertaken at the earliest possible
moment, but let its not pretend in this
matter. After all, the war with Japan has
been over not very inany months, atid we,
cannot expect to find that a nation, ordered
for war and with war on its very doorstep

for neqrLy four years, will be able, with
about half a million of its men still in the
Forces, to obtain equilibrium and normality
immediately. To do so would be unreason-
able. While I amn much in sympathy with
the remarks made of the need to proceed
imimediately with our plans, I wish mem-
biers to appreciate the difictilties, too, not
only f rota the civilian side, but also from
the Army side. For a long time I have been
associated with attempts to obtain key men
for industry and for planning and prepar-
ing for Government works, and there are
manny difficulties which appeared from the
Army point of view hard to overcome.

This does not imply that we should
weaken iti oitr pressure to have the appro-
priate men released to enable u~s to get on
with the job, hut it is unreasonable, while
adinitting the difficulty of obtaining key-
men, to expect normality and ability to com-
menee major undertakings at this stage.
Everythizt is being prepared progressively.
If we had the engineers, desigoners, archi-
tects and draftsmen, everything would be
ready, not only to cope with the present
situation involving& the inability of returned
meon to obtain employment, but also to step
up work in mnany avocations. But the re-
spOniihility is tiot alone that of the Govern-
nient. There arc many evidences of private
enterprise being anxious to absorb more
in, and uintil the flow of men returning to
civil life ran lie properly regulated so that
the right men conic first, we must expet
these dilficulties.

Can wt- expect order iti civil life so soon
after tite chaos caused by the war under-
takings:., of the nation? To adopt that atti-
tudep would not he reasonable; we cannot
expert to haive that normality, but~ lro-
vided no obstacles are put in the way, pro-
videdl tdm channels are mande clear and1( it is
piossib~le for meon to flow black in the proper
ordnr requisite to undertake the works in
their pr~or order, so far as the workU xc-
prec5C1t(d hii this programme arc concerned,
thenri will he 11o difficulty. The member for
It(. 3larshall was right off the track
whomn he misinterpreted my remarks- to
meain that this loan programme was in-
tended to cope with any eventuality of
utnemployment. I thought I made that
point very clear atnd distinct. In addition
to this programme, plans Are ready, in the
event.s of its being neessary to put it into
operation at very short notice, for the ab-
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sorption of men -who otherwise cannot find
employment. We not only have the where-
withal in connection with the plans, but -we'
are also endeavouring to ineet the situationb
in every possible way should it occur.

The Leader of the Opposition also askedI
what action had been taken in regard to
the rearrangement of the financial relations
between the Commonwealth and the State.
'Recently the Prime Minister -wrote to all
$tate Premiers asking them to try to make
it convenient to meet him towards the end
of Januaiy to discuss two or three vital
matters, the most vital of all being that of
the financial relations between the Corn-
monwealth and the States and dealing more
particularly with uniform taxation. He9
asked whether it was possible to prepare
the States' opinions on the matter pre-
paratory to that conference to be sub-
witted to him, and all implications, all pos-
sihic effects, all alternatives Dnd all in-
luenves should taxation come back to us or
not are being examined at the moment in,
this State. As soon as the opportunity of-
fers, a public statement on the matter will
be made, and we shall be prepared, sulf-
ficiently, I hope, to present adequately the
point of view of this State insofar as its
major interests are concerned. The repre-
sentatives. of this State, I can say very de-
finitely, will have the matter searchingly
examined before the conference and will
present the best possible case for this
State.

Much that was possibly out of align-
mnent with these Loan Estimates has been
said in retrospect. I do not wish to in-
dulge in any recriminations whatsoever,
but the member for Beverley stated that
during a certain period, there was a tre-
niendous advancement in this State that
had been unparalleled previously in its
history. While acknowledg-ing the benefi-
cial effects that follow judicious loan
spendings, T remind the lion, member that
there can be occasions far too often when
enthusiasm carries one's judgment astray.
This Government has had the responsibility
-mid a very costly responsibility-of
contracting that position and applying the
correctives. To the Government, this has
been a very costly matter, not only in re-
spect of such items as those mentioned hy
the member for Geraldton for the adjust-
ment of repurehased estate;, but also the
contraction from unsound advancement in

many districts. I am not finding fault;
am pointing out that irrespective of th
good things that arise from judicion
spending-and we certainly get some ben(
fits-we must not disregard the legacie
left to Governments in the shape of clear
ing up certain messes.

T am hoping that future financial aj
rangements for this State, when we ca
get down to something solid in the way c
adjustments that can be gauged over
long period, will be satisifactory and wi
enable us to embark on undertakings ths
will come within the category of publi
Works and also expansion of industries
all directions. But this surely is not th
timie for us to anticipate that any huma
being is capable of gauging, either withi
this nation or internationally, what th
financial trends may be or what expanslo
in any industry may be expected. Pnc
vided we are prepared to organise our ow
selves in the avenues where -we can rende
the greatest sarvice, anticipate the futur
as far as that is possible, and at the sam
time do the job for the present, we shal
during this period of unsettled conditiom
he rendering the country a very great sci
Vice.

But let us not during any period of us
settled conditions pretend to Ourselves th.9
wu can soundly plan for six months or 6
years. The anticipation, however, is9 thv
since we acknowledge that the State in a
its spheres is capable of tremendous expar
sion, including expansion both of industr
and population, aind while we may plan fo
that, we shall not delude ourselves that toda
is the ideal time to make definite financit
arrangements. T appreciate the manner
which the Loan Estimates ware -received an
I acknowledge the valuable contribution
made.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-B ailways and Tramraways, etc,
£455,000; Harb ours and! Rivers, £.56,200
Water Supply and Sewerage, £2244500-
agreed to.

Vote-Development of Goldfields an.
Mineral Resources, B236,611:

Hion. J. C. WILLOOCK: On the genera
discussion mention was made of the pros
pects of coal being worked in the Erad-
district. The Minister for Mines had somc
thing to say on this matter during th
Revenue Estimates. I notice that th
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amount for the development of mining, in.
eluding prospecting and boring for minerals
and miscellaneous, is £6,500. 1 would like
11w assurance of the Treasurer or the Min-
ister as to whether this Vote will be ex-
cessed, if required, in order to carry out the
work already commenced.

The ItEMlER: As the MXinister for
Mlines indicated in the course of his speech,
the work is proceeding. Although it has
received a temporary setback, that will not
militate against the work being continued
and being brought, I hope, to a successful
conclusion.

Vote put and passed.
Vet e-Derelopment of A4griculture:

£-93,5oO-agreed to.
Vote-Roads and Bridges, Public Build-

in gs, etc., P,376,000:

Hon. J. C. IVILUCOCK: I also mentioned
on the general discussion the question of
hospitals. I said that people were becom-
ing impatient about the non-publication of
the report of the Regional Hospitals Corn-
mitee, which has now been in existence for
somne 18 months or two years. I should like
to know when we may expect the report to
be available. Naturally, people in various
districts are becoming impatient about oh.
tamning reasonable hospital facilities. The
amount is substantial; it is £140,000 more
than was spent last year. In the course of
three, four or five years, at least £2,000,000
or £3,900,000 will have to he spent to bring
our hospital accommodation up to the neces-
sary standard and to make it even equal to
that which is provided in the other States.
I would also like the Minister to indicate
whether this vote wvill be excessed should it
be necessary.

Mr. DONEY: With regard to regiohal
hospital-, will the Premier, an behalf of the
Minister for Health, state whether the list
of towns set out in "The West Australian"
of this morning, or yesterday morning, is a
final list?

The PREMIER: We have not yet re-
ceived the report of the Regional Hospital
Committee- The members of that commit-
tee are very busy men and we expect to
receive the report in the near future, when
we will consider it and the recommendations
made. The item of £180,000 very definitely
is not unalterable. A large part of it will

he spent on the Perth Hospital. If the
remainder is not sufficient to meet the needs
envisaged by the regional committee, the
amount will be excessed. The limitation is
not the money; it is manpower and materials.
.As soon as the latter position improves, the
Committee has the assurance that only those
limitations will govern the work to he done.

Vote put and passed.
Fote-Sundries, £11 1 9,364-agrced to.

This concluded the Loan Estimates for the

year.

[The Speaker took thre Chair.)

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

ELL-COMMONWEALTH AND STATE
HOUSING AGREEMENT.

Messa ge.

Message from the Lieut.-Oovernor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act
Continuance.

With an amendment.

2, Land Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

As to Beinig Passed Without Absolute
Majority.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce to
the House that Orders of the Day Nos. 3
and 4 were passed without an absolute
majority. It will he necessary for the second
and third readings of these Bills to be moved
again, so that we can send a certificate to
another place that they have been carried
by an absolute majority.

BILL-ELECTORAL (WAR TIME) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [8.383:- On behalf of the Ministeri
for Justice, I Move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put.
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Mr. SPEAKER: There being an absolute
muajority present and voting and there be-
jfla no dissentient voice, I declare the second
reading carried.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER Fr JUSTICE (Eon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna) [SAO0]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER:- I have counted the House

and assured' myself there is an absolute
majority of members present, au3 there be-
ing no dissentient voice, I declare the ques-
tion duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitte to

the Council.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE mINSTER FORt J-USTICE (Hon.
R. Nulsen-Kanowna) [8.42]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the

House and assured myself there is an abso-
lute majority of members present, and there
being no dissentient voice f declare the ques-
tion duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In, Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

-Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna) [8.44]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Point of Order.

Mr. Watts: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. May I ask for a ruling on this
subject? How is it that this measure can

be in order if it is considered twice durir
the same session of Parliament?

Mr. Speaker: It has not been considere
twice. It has not left this Chamber to E
to another place; therefore it is still hemr
considered.

Mr. Watts: On a further point of orde
May I suggest that it came f rom anothi
place and therefore will not return to thi
place for consideration?

Mr. Speaker: The Bill has not heen ri
turned to another place. No message hi
been sent saying that it has been carried b
this House. When that message is sent,
will be accompanied by an intimation thu
it was carried by an absolute majorit-

Debate Resumed.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER:- I have' counted t1
House and assured myself there is a
absolute majority of members present, an
there being no dissentient voice I declat
the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-LOAK, £958.000.
Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Oovernor ri
ceived and read recommending approprni
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [8.48]: 1 move-

Tint the Bill be now rend a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair;
mier in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.

the Pr'

Schedule:
Mr. MeLAR.TY: I would like to ask tk

Premier whether he would give some el
planation of Item No. 2, referring to wat(
supplies for towns generally. I do so b4i
cause in my own electorate there are tows
that are hoping to get water supplies an
I know there are other towns throughoi
the' State in the same position. I should 1:
glad of an explanation of what is meat
by this amount of £5,000.

26(
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For
some time past surveys have been made in
certain towns for the purpose of develop-
ing certain proposals to establish water
supplies. This work is being continued and,
as time goes on, additional proposals will
be prepared and when conditions are
favourable for securing the necessary plant,
materials and men, the proposed schemes
will be put into operation in accordance
with a priority list that will then be avail-
able.

Schedule put and passed.
Preamble, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
REFERENDUM.

Message.

Message from the Lient-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 5th December.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [8.51]:
This is the Bill wvhich proposes to submit to
the people two questions. One is: Should
the Legislative Council be abolished? and
the other is: Should the franchise for the
Legislative Council be adult franchise as it
is for the Legislative AssemblyI By the
terms of the Bill the questions are to be in
the alternative. By that I presume that if
the first question, namely, that dealing with
abolition, is carried by a majority of the
electors voting, then the second question, re-
garding the franchise, becomes immaterial.
If the first question is not carried and the
second question is, then it will be assumed
by the Government that it has bad a direc-
dion from the people to authorise it to intro-
duce legislation to provide adult franchise
for the Legislative Council. This Bill, of
course, does not in any way affect the Con-
stitution of the State in. that if it is carried
and an expression of opinion is obtained
from the people it then devolves upon
the Government to take such action as it
thinks fit, and it rests with Parliament as

to how far the action taken by the Govern-
ment will result in an amendment of the
Constitution of the State.

I wanut to say a fewv words about the priu-
ciple wvhich nppears to me to govern the
inatter of referenda in general. I think
that everyone wvill acknowledge there aire
occasions when it is proper and suitable for
Parliament to refer a matter for thu
opinion of the people. There are also occa-
sions when it would be obviously improper
or unnecessary to refer a matter to the
people, by way of a referendum. In
general, Parliament consists of repre-
sentatives of the people, elected to decide
matters affecting the Government of the
State. That is their function and they aire
paid for it and are expected to assume the
responsibility for coming to decisions on
those matters. The people do not expect
them to abrogate their responsibilit 'y by
turning over to the people, by means of ;I
referendumi, a decision on matters which
Parliament itself should decide. In the first
place, in regard to every proposal for a
referendum, wve should ask: Is the matter
one which Parliament should determine for
itself; is it part of the responsibility which
rests upon the people's representatives in
Parliament, or is it a matter which Parlia-
ment is justified in referring to the people
by means of a referendum?

It would obviously he absurd for Parlia-
ment to refer a series of questions and he
concerning the people frequently with mat-
ters which Parliament should take the re-
sponsibility of deciding. Also if the Govern-
went brings in a Bill and it is dofeated,
either in the Lower Chamber or in the
Upper Chamber, that in itself is not an oc-
casion for it to go to the people for a de-
cision by way of referendum. Parliaments
are institutions which decide matters of pub-
lie interest by a majority of votes of the
members, and where the bi-cameral system
exists, as it does in this State, it means that
these matters have to be decided by5 a
majority in both Houses. It is not part of
the duty of a 'Government, nor would it be
proper for it to do so, to go to the people,
by means of a referendum every time it
lost a Bill either in the Lower House or the
Upper House. In fact, there would be few
occasions on which such a procedure would
be justified for the simple riason that the
people elect and pay members of the Legis-
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lature to decide these matters. There are,
however, occasions when an issue or ques-
tion should or could be properly referred to
the people by way of a referendum.

I want to inquire what is the kind of issue
that should be the subject of a referendum,
and is there such an issue present on this
occasion? It should be an issue of general
importance, and it should be one in respect
to which there is a public demand for some
action. It should be a question that is agi-
tating public opinion and one on which, in
the interests of the public, a determination
should be secured without delay. Althoug
I quite agree that there are occasions when
a referendum is the proper procedure to
follow, and Parliament should get the
opinion of the people-and sometimes it is
its bounden duty to do so-I have my doubts
as to how far there is any such public in-
terest as would involve a reference of this
description. Let us look for a moment at
the issues that are proposed to be submitted !
I do not intend to traverse the merits of the
question contained in the Bill. If there is
to he a referendum to the people of this
State, there will be ample opportunity for
both sides of the question to be argued be-
fore -polling day.

I do not regard this as an occasion to
take up. the time of the House in traversing
the arguments for and against the questions,
the subject of the Bill. So we come to this
question: Assuming there is to be .a referen-
dum of the people, is there an-y issue, and
if so, what issue should be the subject of
that referendum? In introducing this Bill
the Minister for Justice made reference to
what he has previously described, and des-
cribed on this occasion, as a mandate. He
referred to "the clear mandate that we re-
ceived from the people at the last election."
Can it be said that the questions contained
in this Bill have any relation to what the
Minister refers to as a mandate from- the
people. If they have such reference it might
be said by the Minister that the Govern-
ment would like to refer the matter again to
the people by way of referendum in order
to secure an express and explicit confirma-
tion of the mandate claimed to have been
received at the general election of 1943. We
need, on that basis, to identify the questions
with the alleged mandate, a mandate that I
have contested on previous occasions, for
one reason because I think it would be diffi-

cult for any Government to claim a man-
date on the electoral system applying in
this State.

Here are the words of the then Premier,
the member for Geroldton, as published in
the Press on the occasion of his policy
speech prior to the 1943 general election,
These words in the Press were in italics
which suggests that they are meant to be
verbatim--

In order that there shall b~e no ambiguity
about our proposals I ivisli to say that tiw
(love,itenclt is seeking ipproval for legislatior
to %vide,, the franchise for the Legislative

. Council so that ultimately adult franchise will
be the only qualification necessary. I makea
request to the peopie of western Australia tc
give us q mandate to carry out this policy.

Later on, in the'published statement of the
then Premier's policy speech, he is reported
as having said "Particular attention will he
paid to the following, matters," and of these
matters No. 12 was "adult suffrage for the
Legislative Council." If we examine thc
questions to be submitted by referendum wE
must take the verbatim words of the polic)
speech that I have quoted. If there waE
any mandate by the people I think it would
be a mandate to widen the franchise for thw
Legislative Council as the first step, because
the speech says later that the first ster
would pave the way for sme subsequenil
period when adult suffrage might be pres.
cribed for the Legislative Council. If w(
are to pay attention to any mandate claimed
from the last elections, and if this referen-
dum is to conflirm, any such nmandate, ther
obviously the question should be as to widen-
ing the franchise for the Legislative Coun-
cil, and it would be impossible to derive
from any part of the policy speech of tlu
Government at that general election, any
mandate to justify the first question, as tc
abolition of the Legislative Council.

The whole tenor of the Governmnent's
policy, as proclaimed at that election, wai
based on a continuance of. the bi-cameral
system. If there was any mandate to the
Government from the 1943 elections it waz
one for the continuance of the hi-camera)
system, even though it might be suggest-
ed that the mandate went so far as it
widen the franchise for the second Cham.
ber with a view to adult franchise at somat
undetermined later period. When we take
the first question in this Bill, the abolition
of the Legislative Council, we find that by
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no stretch of the imagination can it be
brought within the policy speech or within
.any mandate claimed. On the contrary, it
is repugnant to the whole tenor of thq
mandate claimed, because that mandate
was for the continuance of the Legislative
Council on a different type of franchise. If
we are to look back for an issue to go be-
fore the people on referendum, related in
any way to the policy of the Government
as put to the people at the last general
election, question No. 1 has to go by the
board.

The Minister for Works: There is a
great fallacy in that reasoning.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Yes, this is not
legislation to give effect to the abolition
of the other House at all. It is legislation
to have a referendum.

Mr. McDONALD: Legislation to have a
referendum is hardly worth talking about.
It might be to have a referendum as to a
suitable type of summer dress for men.

Ron. J. C. Willeock: This House can
pass or reject it.

Mr. McDONALD: The whole significance
of a referendumr lies in what the referen-
dum is about. It might be to abolish the
Parliament of Western Australia, and
that would be a different thing from a re-
ferendum to abolish the municipality of
Albany.

The Minister for Works: I think you
realise there is a fallacy in your reasoning
on the point.

Mr. McDONALD: I might be assisted by
the Minister to see any fallacy involved,
but I see no fallacy in the situation which
I have put this far, that if, as the Minister
said in his opening speech when he re-
ferred to a mandate from the last elec-
tion, these questions have any reference
to such a mandate, then they cannot be
connected with such a mandate because
any mandate claimed is based on the bi-
cameral system and is utterly opposed tq
abolition. The mandate asked for in the
policy speech was for reform of the fran-
chise, which assumes the continuance of
the Legislative Council. I turn now to the
second question and inquire if it is related
to any alleged mandate, as referred to by
the Minister foi Justice. The second ques-
tion is "should the franchise for the Upper
House he adult suffrage?" I say at once
that in that respect we are getting a little

warmer, but are still very cold. We are
not so utterly devoid of any mandate as
in respect of question No. 1. As to ques-
tion No. 2, that again cannot be fitted, by
any stretch of the imagination, within a
mandate, because what was suggested to
the people in the Government's policy
speech was contained in those words which
I shall read once again-

To widen the franchise for the Legislative
Council so that ultimately adult franchise will
be the only' qualification necessary.

Therefore, if any mandate is claimed, it
would be the widening of the franchise of
the Legislative Council and the matter of
the adult franchise would possibly be the
subject of a further mandate or action.
But if the people's response is to have the
weight suggested by the Minister when he
introduced the Bill, then he must either
take it or leave it. That is the basis of
the question in the mandate-he must take
the words used, which were with regard
to the widening of the franchise for the
Legislativt. Counci'.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Andl how far would
you be prepared to go to give effect to
that question?

Mr. McDONALD: Following on the
election of 1943, 1 think it was last year
that a Select Committee of the Legislative
Council considered the franchise of that
Chamber and brought in a report in which
it made recommendations as to the widen-
ing of that franchise. While that report
was not the subject, so far as I know, of
a specific debate in the Legislative Coun-
cil, at the same tiffie it showed that a cer-
tain number of the members of the Legis-
lative Council, namely, five members, were
in favour of widening the franchise of that
Chamber and their view might well have
been that of the majority in that House.
However, no legislation has been brought
down this session to widen the franchise
for the Council.

Only two Bills have been introduced and
I shall deal with them. The first was the
Constitution Acts Amendment Bill (No.
2), which was for the purpose of resolving
deadlocks between the two Chambers, and
the other was the Electoral Act Amend-
ment Bill, which has not been read a
second time and the contents of which I
do not know but can only guess at when
I say it may be for the purpose of apply-
ing the adult franchise to the Legislative
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Council. When we come to look at any
issue which has been brought before the
people specifically by the Government as
part of its policy, which it has not been
able to carry out possibly because of dis-
agreement in the Legislative Council, then
we find that both questions in the present
Bill are ruled out. The Minister was on
surer ground in his speech when he put the
matter in a rather different way. The
Minister, very properly in my opinion, put
his finger on what is no doubt the real dif-
fleulty in the relations of t 'he two Houses,
namely, the disagreements that can take
place. As a matter of fact, they do take
place, not frequently but on occasions. As
to the absence of any machinery to resolve
those disagreements, whatever the mandate
may or may not have been, when the Minis-
ter and the Qovd!rnment came to the House
this session they proposed to honour their
mandate by a Bill to resolve deadlocks en-
titled, The Constitution Acts Amendment
Bill (No. 2).

That was the Government's interpreta-
tion in this session of its duty in respect
of any mandate it may have had in con-
nection with the relations of the two,
Houses or the position of the Legislative
Council. No Bill was brought down to
widen the franchise of the Legislative
Council and no Bill for the adult franchise
for the Legislative Council or any such
Bill has been read to this House. The Bill
that was brought down-I say not unrea-
sonably; in fact, I think quite reasonably-
was the measure that was intended to touch
the real issue between the twoe Houses,
namely, the absence of machinery to re-
solve disagreements and the provision oi
machinery by which, whatever franchise
applied to the Upper Chamber, the will of
the Legislative Assembly should ultimiately,
be supreme. That was the issue which the
Government and the Minister saw in this
session as relating to the Legislative Coun-
cil and they have brought hefore this
House, the Legislative Council and the
people no other issue.

The Bill to resolve deadlocks passed
through this House, and I mnay say it pass-
ed with my support. When it reached the
Legislative Council it was rejected. That,
to my mind, is the issue that has arisen,
namely, the Government's proposal that
there should be machinery to end deadlocks
between the Houses and to ensure that the

decisions of. the Legislative Assembly
should ultimately be supreme over the
Legislative Council. That is the issue be-
tween the Government and the Legislative
Council, and that is, I suggest, the issue
that should go to the people. That was the
attitude, which I think very reasonable,
taken up by the Leader of the Opposition
when he spoke on the Constitution Acts
Amendment Bill (No. 2) this session,
namely, that if the Government thought
and believed that this machinery was the
proper machinery necessary under the Con-
stitution, then it might reasonably have
placed that position before the people.
Therefore, if we test the matter of the re-
ferendurn and the validity or propriety of
the issue to go before the people, then I
suggest that issue is the one that the Gov-
ernment itself placed before them. if
that Bill had passed the Legislative Coun-
cil, there would have been, I think, nothing-
heard about this referendum because in his
speech in introducing the Bill the Minister
for Justice said-

The introduction of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Bill (No. 2) was for the purpose
of dealinig with deadloeks. We tried to cope
with another place. We tried to give it an
ulternative. we attempted to put up some-
thing to another place based on the precedent
of the English Parliament.

Then he went on to explain that the pro-
position put up to the Legislative Council
had not been accepted by that Chamber 'and
said that the proposal in the Constitution
Acts Amendment Bill to resolve deadlocks
having been turned down by the Council,
he was bringing in this Bill to provide for
a referendum. If there is an issue, that is
the issue; it is the- issue that the Govern-
ment chose to make, and because the
answer to that issue was not favourable
owing to the attitude of the Legislative
Council, the Minister has introduced this Bill
to provide for a referendum. Obviously, if'
there is any question to submit to a re-
ferendum, it is the question of the view of
the people on the issue that the Govern-

men itel ha rised. So I suggest that
if we are to act logically and in accordance.
with the actual facts of the case, the ques-
tions contained in the Bill cannot be sup-
ported, aind the question that ought to be
in the Bill is the one I have mentioned,
namely, should or should not the Constitu-
tion Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2) become
the lawv of the land?



(ASSEMBLY.)

In the Committee stage I shall move
amnicdments to give members an oppor-
tUnity of inserting what I suggest is the
proper and real issue. I think also that
the Bill should he amended to fix the date
-of the polling. In the New South Wales
Act for a referendum in connection with
the Legislative Council of that State, which
took place in 1933, the Act was assented to
on the 1st February, 1933, and provided that
polling day should be on the 13th May,
1933, or a little more than three months
after the Act was assented to. In our ease
I think a similar period would be a reason-
able time within which the referendum
should he held, and it is desirable from
that point of view that if a referendum is
to be held, the nmeasure should, as was done
in New South Wales, fix the date. It should
not he a sort of Kathleen Mavourneen date
for the decision of whatever question may
be submitted. I should therefore propose
that we stipulate that polling day shall
be, say, not later than the 30th March, 1946.

The Minister for Lands: It might be agood idea to make it the same day as that
on 'which the Council elections will be held.

Mr. McDONALD: I do not think it
would he a good idea, not from the point
of view of any particular individual or
party, but from the point of view of the
electors. These are two different matters-
the election of members and the proposed
alteration of the Constitution. In a proper
case and on a proper issue, the referendum
is a very apt and justified method of taking
the opinion of the people, but I do not
think that the questions in the Bill are justi-
fled for any reason at all, including ainy
expression of interest on the part of the
people of the State. If there is a question
to be put to the people that is in line with
realities, it is the question raised by the
Government this session that has brought
about this Bill, namely, should or should
there not be machinery by A~iich the will
of the Legislative Assembly will ultimately
be supreme over that of the Legislative
Couneit?

M. GRAHAM (East Perth) [9.26): I
need hardly express my delight that the Gov-
ernment has brought forward this measure.
I submit that it is not necessary to present
a ease either for adult franchise for the
Legislative Council or, alternatively, for the

abolition of that House. As this is a con-
troversial matter and has been for many
years, it is only proper that the people
should be given an opportunity to determine
the issue, and I am unable to accept any
argument that would deny that right to the
people.

The Government has tried at various
times and by various means to assert its
right to govern, and on every occasion the
proposals of the Government have met with,
shall I say, the expected fate, namely, that
the measures would be rejected, as in fact
they were. -Accordingly, there is only one
further step that can he taken and that is
to refer to the people the whole question of
the relationship of this House to the Legis-
lative Council.

Mr. Abbott: If the vote goes against you,
will you wipe that plank out of your
policy!

Mr. W. Hegney: You had better give
notice of that question.

Mr. GRtAHAM: I think that is the ap-
propriate an~wer. This is not the place to
formulate a policy for any party. Ap-
parently a certain section of this House is
afraid to allow the question to be decided
by the electors; in other words, they bold
to the belief that, notwithstanding that the
Government is elected by a majority of the
people, perhaps by an overwhelming major-
ity, there should be some machinery to make
it impossible for the Government to govern.
This, of course, is the position with regard
to the Parlianment of the State at present.
As there has been disagreement between the
parties in this House, and disagreement be-
tween the two Houses as to what rights
should be asserted by the Government, the
only logical course is to submit the question
to the masters of all Parliaments, namely,
the people. That is what is intended by
this measure. It was stated in the course
of debate on the question of disputes be-
tween the two Chambers that the Governt-
ment had no mandate to proceed with the
legislation which it had introduced. The
member for West Perth last year refused
to recognise that the Government had any
mandate whatever, Tonight, however, he is
prepared to concede that the Oovernment
did receive a mandate at the last election,
at least up to a point sufficient to justify
its taking action -along the lines indicated
by the Premier in his policy speech.
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Mr. McDonald:- Mine was only an as-

Mr. GRAHAM: But it was a statement.
In any ease, if there is to be any arguadnt
,over the policy speech of the Premierr
the last election, the policy of this Bill is
to secure a mandate from the people. It
has been sugcgested on various occasions that
these Bills brought forward by the Govern.
ment are merely a waste of time, as their
fate in the other Chamber is known in ad-
vance. By the Bill the matter will he re-
solved once and for all and the Govern-
ment, as well as any future Government-
no matter what its political colour-will be
compelled to abide hy the decision of the
people. It is interesting to recall that last
year, while consideration~ was given to the
q~uestion of enlarging the" franchise for the
Legislative Council-that is, to provide
adult suffrage-the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made certain observations which may
be found in "'Hansard,'' 1944, vol. 1, page
476. He said-

My view is that before this substantial
amendment-

The amendment related to the granting of
adult suffrage for the Legislative Council-

-and a further substantial amendment of
the Constitution are made, the Government
should obtain a mandate from the people of
the State. I am prepared to assist the Govern.
fluent to obtain it. I am prepared to assist
Ministers to the best of my ability to obtain
the mandate. They already know what I hare
told them in regard to the matter generally.
I am not definitely in favour of adult suffrage
under this Bill, but I an' definitely in favour
of the will of the people being irresistible and
supreme.

Later, he said-

I am prepared to take that course because
I bold that the will of the people, properly
acertained, should be supreme; and therefore
I consider that this matter should be referred
to a. referendum requiring a majority of the
electors who are qualified to vote for the
Legislative Assembly.

'There is no ambiguity about that statement.
The Leader of the Opposition said that the
matter should be referred to the electors on
the roll for the Legislative Assembly and
that he would do his utmost to make cer-
tain that the electors would be able to exer-
cise that right.

Mr. McDonald: He referred to the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Bill.

[os]

Mr. GRAH-AM: That is so, but he made
it perfectly clear that he would support any
move to ascertain the will of the people with
regard to the grant of adult suffrage foz
the Legislative Council. Here, at any rate,
is an opportunity to test the hona fides of
that statement. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, as his name implies, leads the Opbposi-
tion, or a section of it. That in turn sug-
gests that he has followers. It is my sin-
cere hope that his followers in this Chamber
will stand to that statement and further that
his followers in the Legislative Council will
also do so.

Mr. Doney: If what you say is his view-
point, we will not follow him in that.

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently we have a
SitWlLtiOfl where members of a party refuse
to stand by a deliberate statement made by
their leader. However, time will tell in this
debate how members of that Party or
League, as' it is termed, -will shape up to
the matter.

Mr. Leslie: Doees not "Ha nsard"~ make it
plain that that was his personal opinion

Mr, GRAHAM: That is so, hut on a mat-
ter which embraces a vital principle.-

Mr. Leslie: It is still his personal opinion.

1%r. GRAHAM: -as to whether or not
democracy, the voice of the people, as ex-
pressed by a properly elected Government,
should or should not he allowed to govern,
surely no party leader would make a definite
declaration on those lines unless he had
very good reason for doing so. I suggest
that the Party is one definitely out of touch
with realities if it has not provided in its
platform for such an important matter as
that now before us. I emphasise the right
of the Government to govern, something
which has not existed for all but three of
the last 211/' years.

The Minister for Works: You might put
into "Hansard" the full name of the main
Opposition Party.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am seeking to save
paper and always subject to the correction
that probably will have to be made on
account of the rapid changes in the name of
the Party concerned, apart from the inor-
dinate length of the name, It is probably
preferable not to embark further on that
matter. It has been suggested that because

2611



2612 [ASSEMBLY.]

it is proposed to submit two questions to
the people, confusion might arise if the
electors happen to vote in favour of both
questions. I have no doubt whatever about
that being the result, but I hazard the guess
that there would probably be a greater
majority voting for the second question than
for the first question set out in the Bill.

If members read the Hill carefully, they
will note a provision which suggests unmis-
takably to my mind that the question to be
referred to the people is the abolition of the
Legislative Council, because there is an alter-
native question wvhich is and should be
regarded as such. Consequently, if there
is an affirmative vote for the abolition
of the Legislative Council, the alter-
native question ceases to have force
and effect. If by some strange mis-
chance the first question were defeated, the
Government would be confronted with the
determination of the second, 'and would
accordingly make provision for legislation
in accordance with that direction from the
people. Incidentally, if it is suggested that
there is a clouding of the issue, that there
may be confusion of some kind created, one
has only to recall that in 1933, when the
present Opposition was in office, it intro-
duced a Hill for the taking of a referendum.

In due course that referendum was held.
Twvo questions were submitted, to te
people on that occasion. One w'as: Are
you in favour of -Western Australia seced-
ing from the Commonwealth? The second
was: Are you in favour of a convention
of the States being held? In the same
way as it is pretended in regard to this
Bill that a certain amount of confusion
might develop, so it could have been stated
on that occasion. Because- what is the
use of submitting propositions for the
holding of a convention if they have de-
cided they want to be free from the Corn-
rnonwvealthI Therefore, if there is any
fault with regard to submitting two ques-
tions, which suggestion I deny, members of
the Opposition will have to analyse their
consciences in regard to the attitude adopt-
ed prior to the secession referendum in
1933.

There will he one immediate result in the
event of the first question-that is the
abolition of the Legislative Council-being
carried. That will be a saving of more

than £20,000 in Parliamentary salaries of
Legislative Councillors. There will, of
course, be a further considerable saving in
the trappings and appendages which are
an indispensable part of a House in a Par-
liament. It is idle to speculate what the
savings would be, particularly with regard
to ourselves, when matters have to be de-
bated and re-debated and Hills submitted
and re-submitted, session after session; and
all in vain, as has been proved on many oc-
casions. But it is safe to say that at least
several hundred thousand pounds in direct
benefit would result to the people of West-
ern Australia. Apropos of remarks made
by a certain member earlier this evening,
it might also provide an opportunity to
give slightly better accommodation for the
"'Hansard"' staff who at the present
moment suiffer, as every member knows.

I suggest that it is important to em-
phasise here, and doubly important for the
information of the public generally, that if
this Hill, either in its present or in an
amended form, passes this Chamber and
the Legislative Council, and accordingly a
refeirendum is held, notwithstanding that
there is a majority-as I believe there will
be-ia favour of the abolition of the Legis-
lative Council and/or in favour of an ex-
tension of the franchise for the Legisla-
tive Council, it will still require a Bill to be
passed through the Legislative Assembly,
and rater on by the Legislative Council, in
order to amend the Western Australian
Constitution. So if that fact is made wide-
ly known, it will demonstrate clearly to the
people, that no wafter what they think in
regard to any amendment of the Parlia-
mentary machinery which operates in
Western Australia, it is not they, the
people, who will determine the issue, but
those who, for the time being, occupy
seats in the Legislative Council; and as
they are representative of such a minute
section of the people of Western Austra-
lia, it is quite likely that they would in
no manner be influenced by an expression
of opinion of the popular will of the people,
Time, of course, will tell in respect of that
matter; but if I ha~e any preference I
would suggest that whilst there would be a
likelihood of the Legislative Council refus-
ing to pass a measure to amend the Con-
stitution in accordance with the expressed
will of the people, that possibility is
slight. But I am jiot iiearly so confident
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tha 't the members of the Legislative Coun-
cil are sufficiently democratic in outlook
as to give the people an opportunity to ex-

*press'themselves in regard to the Parlia-
mentary system inl this State.

After all, if we have reached the stage,
of which I am afraid, when it is possible
for a certain section to denly the will of the
people or the right of the people to express
themselves, then possibly those who are so
reactionary in their outlook and who con-
stitute at least a majority of the Legisla-
tive Council, quite unwittingly may be
creating a state of affairs not pleasant to
contemplate; because I do suggest that
with the spread of education, with the
greater knowledge that is available to the
people through various media, the people
are not going to be prepared for ever and
a day to accept dictation from and sub-
jection to a minority-a minority over
whom they generally have no say or in-
fluence whatsoever.

The figures both in regard to enrolmients
and particularly so far as recorded votes
are concerned, demonstrate what a very
smnall percentage of the people elects the
second Chamber, which has complete and
absolutely powver over the affairs of the
Government and this House of the West-
ern Australian Parliament. While it
might be stated in the Constitution that
certain limitations are imposed upon the
Legislative Council, nevertheless it is pos-
sible for that House to determine just how
far it will or will not go, and there is no
appeal by this Chamber against the deci-
sion of the Legislative Council or the
course of action that it might determine
upon. At present, notwithstanding what
the people want; notwithstanding what we
in this Chamber, who are responsible to all
the people in Western Australia might say;
notwithstanding how we might vote with
regard to this and other legislation; if the
answer by the Legislative Council is in the
negative concerning this Bill, then all our
efforts go for nought. It might as well be
suggested that the Government of Western
Australiia be entirely entrusted, so far as
lawmaking is concerned, to the Legislative
Council, which is able to effect anything it
desires.

I know it is suggested in a number of
places that it is desirable to have a second
Chamber for the purpose of reviewing and

imposing a check on hasty legislation. If
there is any validity in that argument then
possibly there should be a third Chamber
to deal with the actions of the second and
a fourth Chamber to review the actions of
the third, and so onl ad infinitum. Surely
it must admnit of no argument that a Govern-
ment or a House that is representative of
the whole people should be enabled to
govern without hindrance or interference by
a sectional House. That state of affairs is
denied in Western Australia to-day. Whilst
I have erred to the extent of offering argu-
ineut with regard to the matters that are to
he submitted to the people, actually the
principle contained in the Bill-the oae
which should influence the vote of members
iboth in this House and the other House-is
whether this all-important question should
be submitted to the people of Western Aus-
tralia in view of the fact that the Govern-
inent has mnade repented attempts, by dif-
fercnt methods, to secure a position where
it could, in fact, govern, but without success
lbecause of the action of the Legislative
Council. I submnit that this is the only logi-
cal course for the Government to pursue in
order to overcome that ridiculous position
wvhcreby democracy in Western Australia is

a mockery.

Quesition put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister

for Justice in charge of the Hill.
Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Issue of writ for referendum.

'Mr. McDONALD: I move an amend-
met-

That in line 2 of Subelause (5) after the
wvord ''day'' the words ''not later than the
thirtieth dav, of March one thousand nine
hundred and forty six'' be inserted.

I explained, when speaking previously on
this Bill, that I thought it desirable from
every point of view that there should be a
(late within which the poll should be taken.
We have a precedent for that in the New
South Wales Hill of 1933 dealing with a re-
ferendum relating to the Legislative Council
of that State.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 6-Questions to be submitted to
electors:
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Mr. McDONALD: I move an amend-
ment-

That paragraphs (a) and (b) be struck
out and the following words "Do you ap-
prove of the Bill entitled ''The Constitution
Acts Amendment Bill, 1945, (No. 2)1'' in-
serted in lieu.

I am moving this amendment now in order
to give the Committee an opportunity to
express an opinion on the point. It would
mean that the question to lbe referred to the
people by referendum would be the one
that arose in this House or in this Parlia-
ment, during this session, as to whether
there should be machinery to enable the will
of the Legislative Assembly to prevail over
the will of the Legislative Council. In other
words as to whether there should be
machinery for the resolution of deadlocks or
disagreements by the popuzlar Chamber ulti-
mately being supreme.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
speech delivered by the member for West
Perth on the second reading of this Bill
was one of the most naive that I have ever
listened to, and it was completely fal-
lacious! It is upon that speech that he
bases this amendment. The Bill aims to
consult the people by putting two questions
to them, by way of referendum. The first
question is in connection. with the abolition
of the Legislative Council and the second,
which is tbe alternative, deals with adult
suffrage for the Legislative Council. The
member for West Perth would wipe both of
these questions out of the Bill, and there-
fore would Prevent those questions being
referred to the people by referendum. He
would substitute for those questions one that
is extremely complicated, and on which a
great number of people would find it diffi-
cult to arrive at any conelusioff. From years
of experience of Commonwealth referenda
we know that when people are in doubt on
a question referred to them they naturally
vote "No."

It is easy to see that if the proposed ques-
tion were submitted to the people by refer-
endum a great number of people would be
confused, not understanding the implications
of the question, and would therefore most
likely vote "No." The argument, put for-
ward by the member for West Perth during
his second reading speech, for this amend-
ment and the others that he suggested, was
that, in the policy speech delivered to the

electors by the then Premier in 1943, the
question of the abolition of the Legislative
Council was not mentioned, and the ques-
tion of adult suffrage for the Legislative
Council was mentioned in a rather qualified
way. On that basis he argued that it was
not right to include in the Bill any question
connected with abolition or with adult suf-
f rage. I interjected at the time that the
reasoning of the member for West Perth
was completely fallacious, and it was, be-
cause this Bill is not one calling on Parlia-
ment to decide whether the Legislative Coun-
cil shall be abolished or whether adult suf-
frage shall operate in future at Legislative
Council elections.

It is a Bill to refer direct to the whole of
the electors of Western Australia the ques-
tion of whether they agree that the Legisla-
tive Council should be abolished or whether,
alternatively, they consider adult franchise
should be applied to Legislative Council
elections. I cannot understand why any
member of the Parliament should raise ob-
jection to the people being consulted in a
direct way on the questions contained in the
Bill. Complaints have been raised on other
occasions that a gener~al election for the
Legislative Assemblyc is not completely
democratic because the different electorates
are divided up as they are. The proposal
here is for a referendum for the whole of
the people and it cannot be argued that ani
approach on that basis is undemocratic. It
is completely democratic and is the only
democratic way in which to have the ques-
tion decided.

To say that the people shall he approached
by referendum only on the question of
whether something should be done to resolve
deadlocks arising between the two Houses is
illogical and places hobbles on the electors,
because it limits the decision they might
meake. The amendment of the member for
West Perth is based on illogical grounds,
because this is a direct approach to the
people by referendum and not a Bill asking
Parliament to do certain things. It would
be impertinent as well as undemocratic to
say that the people should not be given
opportunity to decide major issues associated
with the existence of the Legislative Council,
as against deciding an issue that is not of
the same importance as either of the ques-
tions contained in the Bill.
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I trust members of the Committee will not
allow the Bill to be emasculated by this
amendment, acceptance 'of which would to
a large extent destroy the Bill and would
severely restrict the decision of the people
on the two questions contained in the Hill.
It might be said that those who stand for
the maintenance of the Legislative Council
on its present undemocratic franchise would
take a risk in submitting the questions in
the Bill to the people by referendum,' but
the Government takes the risk of submitting
these vital questions to the people in regard
to the Government's own policy, because no-
one can be sure that a majority will vote
"Yes" on 'either or both questions. It is
vital that the people should be given an
opportunity to decide, by way of referen-
dum, the two most important questions con-
tained in the Bill, and not the less important
question that the member for West Perth
would substitute for them.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid I must
rule this amendment out of order. I rule
it out of order as being outside the subject
matter of the Bill. Standing Order 281
states:-

Any amendment may be ma ' e to a clause
provided the same be relevant to the subject
matter of the Dill.

Standing Order 2 states-
''Subject-matter of a Bill'' means the pro-

visions of the Dill as printed, read a second
time and referred to the Committee.

This is a Bill to put two distinct and sepa-
rate questions to the electors. I could accept
any amendment moved by the member for
West Perth as I did that as to the date for
holding the referendum, but I must rule the
present amendment out of order.

Mr. NORTH: Is it in order to move an
amendment to add to these two questions a
further question?

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid I must
rule that out of order as being outside the
subject matter of the Bill.

Amendment ruled out.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 7 to 19-agreed to.

Schedule:

Mr. McDONALD: In the Schedule, Form
"C" embodies the question regarding the
abolition of the Legislative Council. I wish

merely to say something arising out of the
observation of the Minister for Works. This
Parliament has complete power to refer any
question it considers fit to the people by
way of referendum. It may refer this -par-
ticular question or approve of a Bill which
may contain some other question altogether.
No-one challenges that position at all, but I
suggest that when we deal with a. question
such as that referred to in Form C or any
other question, it is the duty of the Legis-
lature, as a responsible and intelligent body,
to determine whether the question is one
that should he the subject of a referendum,
or whether it is of a nature that, in view
of the expense and trouble involved, should
be submitted to the people. The reason I
raise this question is that the Minister for
Justice quite properly-I take no exception
to his speech-justified the Bill by referring
to two matters. One was the mandate said
to have been received by the Government
at the last election, which he stated was very
clear, and the other was the Constitution
,iets Amendment Bill (No. 2), which had
been introduced hut had been rejected in
another place, following upon which the
Bill now before the Committee was brought
down.

I remind the Minister that no-one having
the slightest acquaintance with constitutional
matters would deny the right to refer any
matter to the people by way of referendum.
In many instances that would be an ex-
tremely proper procedure. But Parliament
always has to exercise a sense of responsi-
bility as to the kind of question to be T--
ferred to the people. When considering the
question in the form to which I have directed
attention, I proceeded upon the Govern-
ment's own reasons for introducing the Bill,
namely, the alleged mandate plus the re-
jection of the Constitution Acts Amendment
Bill (No. 2). The meason why it became
a relevant matter to this discussion was the
Government's own reasons associated with
the Constitution Acts Amendment Bill (No.
2) and not with the particular question in
Form C. That is the reason I refer to the
form now, as no-one could possibly deny
that there might be a question of any kind
properly referable to the people by way of
referendum. My observations on the nature
of the questions were based upon the Gov-
ernment's own reasons for the introduction
of the Bill.
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The Mipister. for Works: A very nie
apology! -

Mt. McDON1ALD: It is true.

Sche4uie put a~nd passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill ieported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

EIML-OONS TITUTION ACTS AMEND-
BUENT ACT AMENDMENT (No. 4).

decond Reading.

THE PREMCIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise--
Gatscoyne) [10,18] in moving the second
reading said: 'The need for an amendment
of, the Constitution regarding, the provisions
which permit of the disqualification of memn-
bers on certain grounds has long been over-
due. From time to time consideration has
been given to this matter and in 1935 at
Bill was introduced in the Legislative Coun-
cil and referred to a Select Committee. Sub-
sequently that Bill came down to this Cham-
ber, but, for some reason with which I am
unacquainted, it was not proceeded with.
The object of this Bill is to remove certain
provisions of the Constitution which, if in-
terpreted in a strictly legal sense, might be
quite unfair and prejudicially affect mem-
bers. They Could have their seats declared
vacant and be liable to substantial penalties
for quite regular and morally impeccable
transactions. Section 32 of the Constitu-
tion Act provides--

Any person who shall directly or indirectly
himself, or by any person whomsoever in trust
for him, or for his uase or bmncfit, or -on his ac-
count, undertake, execute, hold or enjoy in the
whole or in part, any contract, agreement, or
commiftsion made or entered into with, under,
or from any person whomsoever, for or on
necount of the Government of the colony.

The section continues after setting out a few
other details as follows:-

*...shall be disqualified from being a member
of the Legislative Council or Legislative As-
iembly during the time he shall execute, bold,
or enjoy any such contract, argrecment, or
commission, or office or position, or any part
or share thereof, or any benefit or emolument
arisingr from the same.

Section 35 limits the application of Section
32. It states--

The foregoing provisions shall not extend
to any contract, agreement or commission
made, entered into, or accepted by any in-
corporated company where such company eon-

slats of more than twenty persons, and where
such contract,' agreement or commission is
made, entered into or iccepted f or the general
lbcnefit of such company, nor to any contract
or agreement in respect of aay lease, license
or agreement in respect to the sale or occupa-
tion of Crown lands.

This Bill-proposes to extend Section 3go by
making certain that other transactions not
mentioned in the Act at present shall he
exempt from the provisions .of Section 32.
The clause in the Bill makes it very clear.
It means that any member may, if he so
wishes, make purchases from -any State in-
strumentality such as the State Sawmills or
the State Briekworks, or purchase a ticket
and travel on a State ship or travel on a
State railway or in any way deal with the
Crown in a manner that is quite legitimate
for other citizens, and shall not be liable
to the forfeiture of his seat or the penalties
provided in Section 32. Eminent King's
Counsel in this State, in add ition to the
legal advisers of the State, have expressed
very definitely the opinion that members so
trading with State instrumentalities or
rendering a service to or getting a service
fromu the Crown are liable under Section 32.

The second provision deals with the ques-
tion of acceptance by members of travelling
allowances when acting as members of the
Executive Council or a Royal Commission or
a Select Committee. At prcqent several
Select Committees of both Houses are
operating and some of them, in the course
of their inquiries, have the responsibility of
travelling considerably, and it has been most
marked, since the doubts expressed about
the acceptance even of a fee to cover actual
travelling expenses, that members have been
v'ery reluctant to serve the State in very im-
portant capacities. It is comm on knowledge
that a Select Committee, which was led by
the Leader of the Opposition last year, was
very costly not only for that gentleman, but
also for everyone associated with him on
the Select Committee. It is quite unfair that
there should be this lack of desire to serve
the State simply because members may not
accept reasonable payment for out-of-
pocket expenses. The clause in the Bill en-
deavours to overcome what is freely acknow-
ledged to he an unsatisfactory position, and
it is only fair that, as members of Royal
Commissions or Select Committees must
incur expenditure, such expenditure. should
not be met by them.

26161..
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The Bill proposes to legalise the accept-
ance by members of such travelling allow-
ances as may be prescribed by the Governor,
and it is intended that these allowances
shall be appropriate and comparable with
those now payable either to senior civil ser-
vants or to Ministers of the Crown should
they have to collect expenses in the course
of their public duties. Thus it proposes to
overcome the disability challenge to mem-
bers for dealing with the Crown legitimate-
ly and the disability associated with the
non-payment of out-of-pocket expenses in-
curred whilst serving the State.

Mr. Berry; Would that apply to a farmn
sold to the Government?

The PREMIER: If a sale were made to
the Commonwealth, which would be the
Crown, this Bill would not apply, but sales
to the Crown as represented by our owvn
Constitution, even if a member were a client
of the Rural and Industries Bank or sold a
property to the Lands Department or pur-
chased a property from the Lands Depart-
ment, would come under the provision in
this Bill. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate
journed.

Hotsc adjourned at 10.27 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

SCHOOLS OF AGRICULTURE.

As to Use for Sevcee' Training.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

1, Is it the intention of the State Gov-
ernment to utilise the agriultural schools
at Narrogin or Denmark as training centres
for discharged servicemen during th8 vaca-
tion period?

2, If so, is it intended that equipment
so provided for such a course will be re-
tained at the school, or schools, at the ter-
mination of Such a course, for the use of
students?

The 'CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by Iro. 1.


